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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
The Wet and Oily Season

Yesterday | had the honor and pleasure of an airboa t trip through Potts Preserve. My guide was
born and raised locally, maybe in the airboat based on his skill and knowledge. | know some of you
like airboats and some don’t but there is no questi on that airboats are the best way to get around in
the swamps and marshes. The purpose of our trip was to check out the progress of berm removal.
Not an inspection, just a check.

We did not expect to be impressed. Even though | am close to twice his age, we are both old enough
that we do not get surprised very often. We both kn ~ ow enough history and local lore to know that
government and SWFWMD never do anything right.

Well, we were surprised. There is still a lot more to be done but two finished or close to finished ar -
eas were so well done we were surprised. The big ea  rthmoving machines were used with skill - al-
most artistry. There were no rough or stair-stepped areas. Large areas were contoured naturally
with consideration for drainage. Areas that were ju st being laid out were staked showing that the
plan went back far enough land to do it right. Itr ~ eminded me of when | was in the army. | was a new,
young, dumb, city boy running (supposedly) a Constr uction Engineer Equipment Platoon. My Pla-
toon Sergeant, Master Sergeant “Pappy” Saucerman ta  ught me what quality “Dozer” work was like.

He explained that his boys did quality work and tha ~ t my job was to learn and enforce that standard. |
guess | still remember.

While | am reminiscing, | thought of Pappy’s lesson the other day when reading about the business
community meeting on the Land Development Code. | r  emember Joe Meek before his election tell-
ing me about his pride in Citrus County being the “ Gem of the Nature Coast.”

When the Realtors Association President said “... tak e out everything over and above the state stan-
dards.” and Commissioner Meek said “county resident s should review it to see which rules are in
excess of state standards and ask why...” Joe, keep t  hose things that are for excellence. Exceed
competition for smart growth. | came here for the “ excellence” for the “gem” not minimums. That's
what “Pappy” taught me when | was your age.

| hope and pray that when you read this, the oil an d environmental horror will be over but the
chances do not look good. Stopping the flow and cle aning up could take a very long time. And for
those of you that don't like airboats, should remem ber that the best way to access many areas be-
tween open water and the shore (salt marsh) is airb  oats. And our local air boaters are some of the
best citizen/volunteers around.

The wet season has started. May it “git-it-done”; f ill the lakes; fill the aquifer.

Al

PS: Next month- news and updates about the water pi  peline from Citrus County to Hernando County
and other mischief by the Withlacoochee Regional Wa  ter Supply Authority (Jack Sullivan and Pete
Hubble).




COMING UP
TOO FAR General Meeting July 22, 2010
Ron Schultz
Florida State Representative

Lake Levels as of May 4, 2010

Structure Current Level All levels are in ft. above sea level
Floral City 40.27 Wysong Main Gate at 37 ft.
Inverness 39.64 Low Flow Gate at 34.03 ft.
Hernando 38.15 583 USGS total cfs flow
Panasoffkee 38.89 Leslie Heifner open
Wysong Up 37.42 Floral City open, Golf Course 0 pen
Wysong Down 37.44 Moccasin Slough open, Brogden Bridge closed
Leslie Heifner Up 40.34 Brogden culvert closed, Bryant Slough closed
Leslie Heifner Down 40.36 Van Ness closed, S353 g ate closed

TOO FAR MISSION
A grassroots organization dedicated to the best man agement and conservation
of natural resources for present and future generat ions through public education
and interaction with all entities charged with thes e responsibilities.

WE NEED YOU NOW!
PRESERVE OUR WATER!

Plan are being made to put in wells to pipe water s outh into Hernando County and east to the
Villages. Where and when will it stop? Stand up a  nd fight for your rights and way of life.

YES, I'll join the fight to protect, preserve and ¢ onserve our most precious water
resources and to preserve our way of life for futur e generations.

TOO FAR Membership Application

Name: Date :
Address:

City/State: Z ip Code:
Telephone 1 : Telephone 2:__

Email: Family S ize:

Snowbird Address:
Snowbird Months in Florida:
What are you willing to do to help?
Special Skills:

Dues are $20 a year for Family Membership and $200 for a Lifetime Membership

Mail to: TOO FAR, Inc.
PO Box 2709
Inverness, Florida 34451




By Pat Brady

Call to Order — Al Grubman, President

Pledge & Invocation — Larry Hartman

Secretary’s Report - Minutes available at office o r from Secretary, Pat Brady

Treasurer’s Report — June Schmukal — gave bank bala  nces as of today. Greg caughta 12 Ib
bass and returned it, but won’t say where.

President’'s Welcome : Our prayers to Joyce and her granddaughter because her daughter is
seriously ill. Ron Bailey a member recently passed away and we offer our condolences to
his family.

Speaker: Tonight we have our favorite hero, Mark E ~ dwards, head of Citrus County Aquatics
who has worked for the county for 21 years, thelas  t5 or 6 as Director. Also have Frank
from his office and Terry Sullivan from Fish & Wild life. Topics covered include the follow-
ing: aquatic plant management, open trails, approp riate signage, artificial reefs, derelict
boats in Kings Bay, and joint projects with Fish & Wildlife. The State funds approximately
pays 75-80% of aquatics work. Tsala Apopka getsa  large share of the available money with
the work to-date totaling about $1.8 million. Fis  h & Wildlife has approved the Spivey pro-
ject. 50-50 split for a true restoration. $65,000 from each group and will start the project
after July 1 *'. Did extensive harvesting already. Gospel Island project about 32 acres at the
Shadow Wood bridge to remove those thick tussocks.

Terry Sullivan, Fish & Wildlife regional biologist who works in aquatic plant control permit-
ting. Terry talked about: funding, bio-controls, a nd exotics.

Al commented on how well these departments cooperat e together. Recognized Mike Bart-
lett and Dave Crane who control the flow structures . One of the factors of how well we are
doing on the lakes is the aggressive control of the structures.

Q&A
What will he have to do if the oil comes this way. Already working on plans. Has gotten
into the loop but no projections of coming our way as yet. Will you need citizen volun-

teers? There is a toll free number at BOCC website  to volunteer. Excited about the work
going on in Potts Preserve. They are out there rem  oving 15 fills to the existing elevation of
the marsh.

Al asked that if you know anyone who is messing wit h the work at Potts preserve to quit it.
It is costing extra money and time. They will cut all area to marsh level so don't be con-
cerned about levels now.

Lake Bradley - largely crowded with fibrous muck th at can be sold if we can convince our
government to let a company clean out the lake for free. We will have a clear 600 acre lake.
We are coming up with evidence to go back to DEP wi  th proof that it was open water in the
not too distant past. Lake Spivey restoration proj ect is great. Trailer park decision put off
until January.

Thanks to Pat & Bill Johnson for the goodies and wo rking the coffee room.
Bullfrog drawing. Adjourn.




Meeting Notices

Citrus County Com missioners
June 22, July 13 and July 27 at 1 pm Courthouse
More info at: commissioners/agenda/agenda_deadline  s.htm

Sumter County Commissioners
June 22 and July 13 at 5 pm Sumter Co. Gov't. Offic e
More info: http://sumtercountyfl.gov/CurrentEvents. aspx#CID26

Withlacoochee River Basin Board SWFWMD Governin g Board
June 17, 2010 at 9 am June 29, 2010 at 9 am
Brooksuville Brooksuville

Find out about meetings and other important happeni ngs!

Check out SWFWMD'’s (Swiftmud) website:
http://lwww.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/view/2008/9/

Find out about the Citrus County Task Force by call ing
Josie Guillen at (352) 796-7211 x4227 or email josi e.guillen@swfwd.state.fl.us
Let SWFWMD know you are concerned about our water.

Get Involved!
Be Heard!
Keep Our Water Here!

Find out about meetings and other important happeni ngs!
Check out SWFWMD'’s (Swiftmud) website:
http://lwww.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/view/2008/9/

Find out about the Citrus County Task Force by call ing
Josie Guillen at (352) 796-7211 x4227 or email josi e.guillen@swfwd.state.fl.us
Let SWFWMD know you are concerned about our water. Get involved!

Important Email Information

Letters to the Chronicle: letters@chronicleonline. com
Governor Charles Crist: charlie.crist@myflorida.com
Senator Charles Dean: dean.charles.web@flsenate.gov
Senator Mike Fasano: fasano.mike@flsenate.gov
Representative Ron Schultz: ron.schultz@myfloridaho use.gov

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.




FISHING —N-HOPEFULLY CATCHING
ON A MOST SERIOUS NOTE:

On May 19,2010 we lost one of our good friends, Too  Far member and water rights activist
here in Citrus County. RONALD BAILEY, SR. Hewas past President of the Citrus County
Airboat Alliance. It was an honor to know and serv e with him on the Lake Tsala Apopka Ba-
sin Restoration and Water Advisory Board. He and h  is wife Joan were an integral part of the
Adopt-A -Shore program, always helping to clean the lakes of the Tsala Apopka chain.

We cannot thank Ron enough for all he has doneto h  elp and protect our most precious natu-
ral resource — our water. He will be missed by all who knew him. Our condolences and
prayers go out to Ron’s wife and family.

THANK YOU RON FOR A JOB WELL DONE
Greg Schmukal

ON THE TOURNAMENT TRAIL:

There was no FOM (Fishers of Men) tournament during the month of May. We do, however,
have a bit of exciting news concerning two members of the North Division of Fishers of Men.
Jake Gipson and Matt Wercinski won the FLW College Division tournament in April. They
represented University of Florida and won the Natio nal Event catching 29.10 Ibs. of bass.
Congratulations Guys. GO GATORS!!

Our team Greg and Ron would like to point out that these are the guys they are fishing
against every month. (No wonder they are not catch  ing or winning). Not only are the guys
good, they are YOUNG.

Greg did catch a large bass during May on Lake Dodd . It was a 12 pounder. Pictures and
autographs are available. Ron wants to know why he can’'t catch-em during a tournament.
The next scheduled tournament is June 5, 2010 atth e Rodman Reservoir. Since Ron is out of
town; Greg will have a different partner for this d ate, his wife, June. Yes, he is going to have
a female for a partner. (You go girl!!)

| hear that our President Al Grubman caught 7; I re  peat 7, bass in approximately one hour
fishing in Lake Henderson. Way to go Al, did notk  now you could count that high.

ON THE HOME FRONT:

Just A Note From Captain Mike of Molly McGee’s and Capt. Mike’s Bait

The river and lakes, still having lots of action. Most catching Channel Cat, Slabs (large
specs), nice size Blue Gill and Bow Finns.

The lakes are up and the boats are easy to launch. Most fishermen are suing medium shin-
ers, worms (night crawlers) and crickets. Looks li ke we are going to have a nice wet sum-

mer, letting us all have a great fishing family fun summer.
Good Luck to all — Use Water Safety and Bring a Fri  end Fishing.

CAPTAIN MIKE - OUT




TOO FAR INC
PO BOX 2709
INVERNESS, FL
34451

GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - June 24, 2010
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center
Speaker: Philip Rhinesmith, SWFWMD
Sr. Environmental Scientist

CHECK IT ouT!t ~ WHAT A CATCH!!!  SMILE GREG !l
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