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                     PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 Taking Stock 
 

This is the last month of 2009 - a good time to loo k back over the year and maybe see some 
of the shadows and sunlight cast on 2010. First of all I never thought that I would live this 
long. I never thought I would send an e-mail to Ger ry Mulligan (publisher of the Citrus County 
Chronicle) thanking him for an editorial. I had a s hort but constructive discussion with Com-
missioner Winn Webb about getting more river water into the Tsala Apopka Lakes.  
 
Earlier in the year the FWC (Fish and Wildlife Comm ission) published a study of sediment 
and vegetation in the Tsala Apopka Lakes. This mass ive study was said to be the database 
for proposing projects in the area. Of course we kn ew nothing would ever happen but FWC 
started looking at potential projects. Bright, inte rested FWC personnel started looking at pos-
sibilities. There are projects going up the line fo r approval at FWC.  FWC’s Allen Martin with 
Citrus County’s Mark Edwards proposed a cooperative  (50-50) project to the Citrus BOCC. 
The commissioners approved the money and encouraged  more such projects. And there I 
was celebrating their action and attitude. It seems  like FWC is likely to go ahead. The project 
is not large but will restore 14 acres of densely v egetated and muck bottomed lake to open 
and hard bottomed lake bed. The primary thrust is h abitat improvement. Modern fishery man-
agement does not do very much stocking of fish. The y improve the habitat and the indige-
nous fish do the rest.  
 
There seems to be hope for removing some dikes. The re is also hope for a project to clear 
some of the drought vegetation in the Dead River Fl ats at Flying Eagle. Follow these mes-
sages or come to TOO FAR meetings for updates.  
 
On the worrisome side, the State Environmental Pres ervation and Conservation Committee 
and the Council of 100 are looking to “establish a central regulatory commission that over-
sees Florida’s water resources and supply developme nt” or a water czar. That is scary! Our 
local government and developers may not satisfy me in their respect for our water but what 
can we expect from the powers in Tampa, The Village s, Miami and elsewhere. There could be 
a bidding war for our water without us having a say . Then we could be taxed for the cost of 
pipelines to move the water to where the winning bi dder wants it.  We may have to fight 
again. 
 

Continued  on page 2 

 
Merry Christmas 
Happy Hanukah 
Happy Holidays 



Continued  from page 1  
 
Back to the good side, on November 3 rd I met with Bruce Wirth, Deputy Executive Director of 
SWFWMD. The meeting was cordial and cooperative. I had four items on my agenda: 
1. Improved procedures for filling the lakes: I tha nked Bruce for the improvements in 

struture procedures started this summer to increase  river water to the lake. I asked that 
the “conscientious and intelligent” approach be inc reased and extended through as much 
more of the year as possible. He agreed that they w ill work to maximize flow to the lake 
(with the understanding that not everyone will alwa ys be happy), considering both equity 
of the pools and effects on Lake Panasoffkee. 

2. Structure improvements: I asked that structures and channels be considered for improve-
ment to lake filling. We agreed that the first and best candidate should be the Golf Course 
(Sandpiper) Structure. SWFWMD will review the desig n and possibilities. We will meet 
again to review.  

3. More paths for water from the river to the lakes : Although we had a cordial discussion no 
agreement was reached. We will follow-up. 

4. Request real-time internet information of struct ure status: Bruce agree to review the pos-
sibilities and do it if costs are reasonable. 

 
As we look back I think that our improved relations hip with SWFWMD has been a major 
change. SWFWMD and TOO FAR have changed a lot. We w ill never agree about everything 
but we can work together. Thank you to David Moore,  Executive Director, and Bruce Wirth 
too. 
 
 Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, Happy Holidays. Ce lebrate, meditate, contemplate and 
may God bless you and yours with the best New Year ever with health, comfort and happi-
ness. 
 
…And if my focus is not too narrow - RAIN.  
 
Comments welcome, 
 
Al 

 
 

 
TOO FAR’s  

 
18th Annual Pig Roast 

 
December 5, 2009  



TOO FAR’s 18th Annual Pig Roast 
 

 
 
 



RAFFLE TIME    
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets.    

Great Christmas gifts!   
Get them at our meetings or call  

TOO FAR at 353-726-5004  
     Raffle Prizes 

First Prize          $250 Cash 
Second Prize     $100 Publix Gift Card 

Third Prize $45 Outback Certificate 
Fourth Prize $25 Enrico’s Certificate 
Tickets are $2 each or $5 for 3 tickets 

 
Drawing Thursday, February 25, 2010  

at the TOO FAR General Meeting 
You need not be present to win. 

 
Lake Levels as of November 30, 2009 

 
 Structure                  Current Level All level s are in ft. above sea level.   
 Floral City        39.19    Wysong Main Gate raise d to 39 ft.   
   Inverness        37.62  Low Flow Gate at 36 ft.   
 Hernando        35.91  165 USGS cfs total flow 
 Panasoffkee       39.01  Leslie Heifner closed 
 Wysong Upstream       38.73  Floral City and Golf Course closed 
 Wysong Downstream    35.34  Moccasin Slough open 
 Leslie Heifner  Upstream      39.02  Inverness str uctures closed 
 Leslie Heifner Downstream  39.21  Hernando structu res closed 
  

 
TAKING BIDS ON FLY FISHING OUTFIT 

 
St. Croix— 4 piece Fly Fishing Rod with case 

Orvis Fly Reel with case 
Approximate retail value $240 

 
Donated by 

Nature Coast Fly Shop, Crystal River 
 

Phone bids:  Call 860-2762 before 8 pm 
Floor bids: Taken during TOO FAR meetings 

 
Winner will be announced at Bar-B-Que sandwich dinn er meeting  

February 20, 2010 
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Minutes by Pat Brady  

 
Call to Order - Al Grubman, president 
Pledge & Invocation - Larry Hartman, vice president  
Al mentioned our members who are recovering, Duane Brooks and thanks to the coffee 
room helpers. 
Secretary’s Report – available on request from Pat Brady or call the office 
Treasurer’s Report – Greg Schmukal  
 
December 5 th is our annual pig roast number 18.  Please come to  eat and work if you can.  
Same pavilion across from church in Floral City. De cember 18 th we’ll have our 3 rd annual 
Christmas party at Enrico’s.  Sign up tonight.  Off  the menu cost.  
  
Speaker:  - Robert Knight, Director Water Resources  for Citrus County.  Recently a commit-
tee staffer in the Senate came out with the same re commendation for a water Czar stating 
that local  sources first makes people think water in an area belongs to the people in the 
area.  This idea comes from Janet Luellan at DEP wh o wants to see water commoditized. 
In Citrus County 75% of water is used for landscape  which goes to recharge.  Trying to do 
one size fits all when our county is quite differen ce.  We are facing fine due to our lot size 
and usage.  Some users are using up to 30,000 gallo ns per month from the central utility.  
Others can use both from the service and their well  and circumvent usage restrictions. 
Swiftmud doesn’t have the right to require meters o n private wells so far.  Dave Moore has 
been invited to appear before the County Commission ers at 5 pm on Dec.1 st   He will be 
asked about the inconsistency between our county an d other municipalities.     
Citrus County water works is in the top 4% size wis e, enough to have a full time engineer.  
We are moving maintenance practices forward.  Will be a white paper soon about what we 
can do to improve.  Q & As followed the presentatio n.    
 
Election: Reading of the nominations and election o f the following:  
Vice President - Greg Schmukal; Treasurer - June Sc hmukal; Director - Bob Adamic 
Director - Bob Hoover; Director - Joyce Valentino 
 
President’s Report – Al Grubman 
Raffle.  December Speaker – Allen Martin, FWC 
SWFWMD Update:  – Bruce Wurth meeting – Commissione rs agreed to pay for ½ the cost to 
sharing the cost of a restoration project.  Now All en will take it to his higher ups for ap-
proval.  Other projects are being considers.   
Potential lake projects & water Czar – sent emails to many people in government and got 
many positive responses in our efforts to kill this  proposal again.  Gary Bartell wrote a long 
letter with full references to the Senate committee  that proposed this.  It was a detailed and 
sensible letter.  You can go to our website and sen d messages to everyone on the commit-
tee to let everyone know how we feel.  Gary’s docum ent is there as well. 
Al outlined his suggestions to Bruce Wurth along wi th areas of agreement.  Structure im-
provements were one request.  Structures were used to move water but were not built for 
this.  Change to lake filling would be a good idea especially Sandpiper structure.  Asked for 
more paths for water to get from the river to the l akes.  Two areas are where the Inverness 
poll comes closest to the river at Hoffman’s Airboa ts.  There is a giant box culvert under the 
road to the lake that could allow pumping from the river without expensive long canals.  On 
the Hernando Pool the Outfall canal has water most of the year.  Could pump into Potts.   
 
Bullfrog Drawing of $27.50 won by Arlene McNealy. M otion to adjourn, 2nd and passed.     
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 GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - DECEMBER 17, 2008 

7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center  
Allen Martin, FWC  

 
Board Meeting at 5 pm  
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We wish you and your family a Happy and Healthy New  Year.   
Make 2010 a good year.   

Get involved.  Help protect and conserve our precio us water.  
Every great accomplishment starts with a few small steps.   


