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February 2009 Volume 207  Protecting & Conserving Our Water 

 

President’s Message  
 

 WOW! Standing Room Only Success 
 

I am so proud to have been part of the Mirage autho r’s appearance. The book is well written 
and important. The author, Cynthia Barnett, is well  spoken and knowledgeable. The history 
and lessons in water management were invaluable. 
 
Sponsored by Homosassa River Alliance, Kings Bay As sociation, Citrus County Council, 
Citrus 20/20 and TOO FAR, set up and administered b y our own Jerri Regan. It was well sup-
ported by the Chronicle. With the dedicated help by  so many, it was a roaring success. The 
sponsors’ decision to cover the entire cost rather than using it as a fund raiser maximized 
the attendance and book distribution… getting the w ord out. 
 
We do owe apologies to the many people who had to s tand. As we watched the crowd grow, 
we emptied the storage area and the meeting room ne xt door of chairs. We could not keep 
up. Happily the standees were young and strong. Our  last count was 165 but they kept com-
ing. We probably reached 200. 
 
The number of people was gratifying but the mix was  exciting. The city managers of both 
Citrus County Cities, a Citrus County Commissioner,  a large contingent of Citrus County 
staff, COST, Garden Club, Extension Service, SWFWMD , Waterways Restoration Council 
Task Force Board Members, teachers, PDRB Chairman, students and many others were 
there. Some were there as believers and some were t here out of respect. As we work to-
gether on projects like this, we not only inform th e community but we also earn respect and 
power which gives us a greater voice in protecting our environment and quality of life. 
 
Thanks to so many of you that worked sending e-mail s, designing, printing and placing 
posters, arranging things, getting ads, soliciting friends and neighbors and all the details. 
We learned and gained. 
 
And thanks to Cynthia Barnett; a bright, classy, kn owledgeable and professional lady. 
 
 Al 
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Minutes by Pat Brady and Hilites by Jerri Regan  

 
  
 
Thanks to TOO FAR for the yummy donuts and to Jan a nd Jerri for working the Coffee 
Room.    
 
Al called the meeting to order, led the Pledge and delivered the Invocation.  Minutes of previ-
ous meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are a vailable.  The Treasurer’s report was 
accepted as read subject to an audit.  Greg let the  membership know we are watching every 
penny.  Kudos to everyone who helped last year with  events and to our advertisers.    
 
Al introduced tonight’s speaker Citrus County Commi ssioner, Gary Bartell 
Gary thanked us for inviting him to speak.  He was accompanied by Robert Knight, Water 
Resource Director for Citrus County.  Commissioner Bartell brought and distributed three 
handouts covering: county government, the Water Con gress, and a water fact sheet on con-
sumptive use permits and conservation.  
Gary was a voting member at the Water Congress.  Th e Water Congress was convened by 
the Century Commission that was appointed by the Go vernor.    The Congress asked dele-
gates to submit the issues most import to their are a.  Gary’s number one issue was water 
transfer and local sources first.  He worked with N ancy and Ginny on this issue.  All coun-
ties have signed off on no transfer.  Mr. Bartell i nsisted on a vote to show it would be voted 
down and they got the message clearly. 
  
Other topics discussed included:  urban water short ages, federal interest in water, county 
taxes, Springs protection, desal projects, Invernes s sewer system, and Progress Energy.  
  
Al thanked Gary and complemented him on his present ation and noted that staff at the 
county like Robert Knight and Mark Edwards are grea t people.  Also impressed with how 
many people came to Mr. Bartell at the water congre ss as the go to guy.  
Gary closed by saying that you can’t stop growth, m aybe you can slow it down.  We can 
maintain our quality of life and our future.  Keep the pressure up to do what is right for the 
county rather than individuals.  TOO FAR members ag reed and gave the Commissioner a 
loud round of applause.   
  
President’s Report followed by the Directors’ repor ts.     
Mark Wilson provided the membership with an update on the foundation.   
 
Bullfrog Drawing - $30 won by June Schmukal.  
Meeting adjourned.   

 

Have we got a shirt for you! 
 
Be the first, or the second, on your block to have a newly designed TOO FAR shirt.   The em-
broidered logo is wonderful.  Samples may be seen a t our General Meetings.  A wide selec-
tion of colors and sizes are available.  Shirts are  $30, slightly more for plus sizes.  
  

Give Norm Provencal a call at 726-4257 to place an order or if you have any questions.   



THE CATCHING REPORT 
by Jerry Schneider 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello fellow fishermen, as always I hope these word s find you healthy and happy. 
 

 On the Salt 
 

 Our winter pattern is still holding.  The fish are  still biting well despite the regular passing of t he 
seasonal cold fronts.  For large Grouper about 60 f eet of water seems to be required, weather 
permitting.  Smaller Grouper are being found on the  rocks and ledges inshore.  These same ar-
eas are also holding Sheepshead, Black Sea Bass, an d an occasional Mangrove Snapper.  If the 
weather gets too rough try the protected waters in the Barge Canal for Gag Grouper.  Trolling a 
Mann’s Stretch bait is the preferred method to boat  these Gags.  Another good place during bad 
weather is up the rivers near the springs.  The Tro ut will gather in this relatively warm water after 
a cold snap making then easier to catch.  The Red F ish bite has slowed but has by no means 
stopped.  Check the flats around the Chassahowitzka  Preserve for Reds themselves on a sunny 
day.  Warning:  This thin water is very hard on you r engines lower unit. 
 

 Getting Fresh 
 

 As the weather continues to Yo Yo the Bass continu e their attempts to spawn.  Some fanning of 
beds has occurred ( 2 beds in my canal ) but no Bas s are holding on them.  When the moon and 
the water temp gets just right the spawn should beg in with gusto.  The cool weather has turned 
on the Crappie.  I stopped by Molly McGee’s Deli/ba it shop and owner Mike Steele was selling 
minnows with both hands.  The Crappie bite is very good on both Inverness and Floral City 
pools but the Bass are very slow to take a bait say s Mike.  That’s all for now.  May all your fish 
be big old good’uns  or good old big’uns. 
                                                                                 Jerry’s Gone Fishing 
 
Fishcamp Philosophy:  A fishing trip is a journey u ndertaken by one or more anglers to a place 
where no one can remember when it has rained so muc h. 
                                                                                                       Henry Beard 

Lake Levels as of January 26, 2008 
 

 Structure                 Current Level  All level s are in ft. above sea level.   
 Floral City       38.96   Wysong Main Gate raised to 39 ft.   
   Inverness       36.16   Low Flow Gate at 37.72 f t.   
 Hernando        34.45   USGS 89 cfs total flow 
 Panasoffkee      39.10   Floral City Pool: Leslie Heifner open 
 Wysong Upstream     38.87   Floral City and Golf C ourse closed 
 Wysong Downstream  35.60   Moccasin Slough closed 
 Leslie Heifner  Outside  39.01   Inverness structu res closed 
 Leslie Heifner Inside    39.01   Hernando structur es closed 



 
 

Cynthia Barnett speaks to a packed house!  
 

 February 5, 2009  
  

 It was Standing Room Only!  
 

   
           Above, author Cynthia Barnett.   
           Photo courtesy of Lee Paulet  

  
 
Ms. Barnett’s presentation entitled: Water Sustainability and the Future of  Florida provided atten-
dees with a description of water and its use and misuse in Florida.   She challenged attendees not to 
repeat the past and make the same mistakes.  She challenged attendees to conserve, protect and 
respect our most precious resource: water.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         Photo courtesy of Gail Jannarone     Photo courtesy of Gail Jannarone 
 

Thanks to the Citrus Hills Lodge and Ann Marie Briercheck of Tuscany on the Meadows for the  
excellent accommodations and refreshments.  

 
Thanks to all who came to hear Cynthia’s message!    

 
Cynthia’s presentation was sponsored by the Homosassa River Alliance, Citrus 20/20, Inc., Citrus 
County Council, Kings Bay Association, and TOO FAR with support from the Chronicle. 
 

Because Water Matters  

Coming Up at the February 26, 2009 General Meeting  
Speaker: Dave Moore,  Executive Director SWFWMD 

 
Pig Roast Dinner $6.00 

Chinese Auction       Special Auction  
Raffle  
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Available Now! 
1 & 2 BR apts 

RAFFLE TIME 
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets.    

Get them at our meetings or call  
TOO FAR at 353-726-5004  

     Raffle Prizes 
First Prize          $250 Cash 

Second Prize     $100 Publix Gift Card 
Third Prize $45 Outback Certificate 
Fourth Prize $25 Enrico’s Certificate 
Tickets are $2 each or $5 for 3 tickets 

 
Drawing Thursday, February 26, 2009  

at the TOO FAR General Meeting 
You need not be present to win. 

 
TOO FAR, Inc 
PO Box 2709 

Inverness, FL 34451 
352-726-5004 

Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net  Web: www.toofarinc. com  
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING—THURSDAY—FEBRUARY 26, 2009 
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center 
Speaker: Dave Moore, Executive Director 

SWFWMD  


