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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

| hope you had wonderful holidays and the economic problems of the world are not affecting
you too much. May the best of health and happiness come to you and yours for the New
Year.

Looking back over the past year reminds us of some sad facts. The summer rains did not
bring us recovery from the drought. There were a few times when we thought we were com-
ing back but the following dearth of rain ended up showing little or no progress. The Tsala
Apopka Lakes and the Withlacoochee River plumbing systems showed their inadequacy
again in drought conditions. The small and clogged connections proved inadequate even
when river water was available. Nitrogen continued to encourage weed and algae growth in
our springs and lakes.

But let’s not focus on just the disappointments, there were bright spots too. The Kids’ Fishing
Outing with Inverness and Citrus County helped remind all of us involved that there is a future
and the kids gave us hope for it. They gobbled up environmental lessons and even caught a
few fish. The builders and developers stopped their objections to springhead protection. New
development where sewers are not available will now get high performance septic systems.

Back in about 1956, Mr. Shinn, owner of a piece of Flying Eagle, dug a ditch to drain some of
the nearby wetlands. That was a reasonable action in those days but now we work to pre-
serve our wetlands. Only once in a great while do we get to reclaim some wetlands. After
years of talking, the job was tackled. By the time you read this, an announcement will have
been made that the Shinn Ditch project is complete. About 1,200 acres will have been re-
stored. Thank you to Senator Charlie Dean, SWFWMD, and Philip Rhinesmith, Senior Scien-
tist for SWFWMD who headed the project. A removed bridge that was across the ditch is be-
coming an airboat slide at the Wysong. Recycling is good.

A few bright spots but so much more to be done. A large part of our efforts in 2009 will be de-
manding that the Tsala Apopka Lakes and the Withlacoochee River plumbing systems be
dredged, cleared, deepened, expanded and otherwise improved to get more water to the
lakes and aquifer when it is available in the river.

Member comments are not only welcome but wanted.
Al

Car Magnets
Car magnets are available to show your support of TOO FAR and to help get our name out.
New members, members renewing their membership, and life members will receive a mag-
net. New life members will receive two. Additional magnets may be purchased for $2.
Members must come to a meeting to get their magnets. So come to a meeting and get
yours.




HILITES OF THE DECEMBER MEETING
Minutes by Pat Brady and Hilites by Jerri Regan

Thanks to the Carters for the coffee room refreshments.

Al called the meeting to order, led the Pledge, and delivered the Invocation. Minutes of previous
meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as
read subject to an audit. Applause for Norm and June for their tremendous work for the Pig Roast.
Norm got 44 donations. Texas Aquatic Harvesting provided and cooked all the chicken.

Election of Officers - Nominations read by Greg Schmukal. Request for nominations hearing none,
nominations are closed. Motion to accept these candidates, 2"* motion passed all candidates were
elected: Al Grubman - President, Pat Brady - Secretary, and Duane Brooks, Frank Heath and Norm
Provencal — Directors.

Speaker: Don Ellison, Director of Geology, SWFWMD. He stated he loves this area for fishing and
airboating and appreciates our efforts for our area. Don presented a study of the Florida Aquifer,
Withlacoochee, Lake Panasoffkee and the Tsala Apopka chain. The report will be published next
summer.

New TOO FAR Shirts: Norm is organizing shirt sales. Samples are available. Two shirts are avail-
able one $19.95 or $29.95. These are $2 over cost. Can be ordered and paid for tonight. Wear
them to meetings to show your support of our mission.

New Item: Car magnets are available to help get our name out. New members, members renew-
ing their membership, and life members will receive a magnet. New life members will receive two.
Additional magnets may be purchased for $2. Members must come to a meeting to get their mag-
nets.

January 22 at 6 pm there will be a post Pig Roast meeting before the general meeting.

Board meetings are at 5 pm and any one is welcome to come, listen and share. Generally they last
until 6 or 6:30 pm. Speaker in January is Gary Bartell.

Bullfrog is $33 won by Bob Hoover.
Director's Comment : Norm, stop and order your shirts. Variety of colors.

Other Comments : Jan, don't forget to bring dog and cat food for the meals on wheels clients. We
received a certificate of appreciation for this activity last year.

Al related that the Shinn Ditch is being cleaned out and almost complete. Swiftmud has blocked
Shinn Ditch in 4-5 places, removed a bridge to make an airboat slide at Wysong. Should recreate
1200 acres of wetlands.

Feb. 5" the author of Mirage will be speaking at a joint presentation by several local organizations.
Will be at the Best Western on 486 at 6:30 pm. There will be ads and signs. No charge, please
come.

Motion to adjourn, 2" passed.
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RAFFLE TIME & SK®®RS

Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets.
Get them at our meetings or call 310 W Maln St. .
TOO FAR at 353-726-5004 (HWY 44 W)
Raffle Prizes Inverness, FL 34450
First Prize $250 Cash P'f':“g 2:1;;;7
. . . x -
Sgconq Prize  $100 Publix Gift Qard <KOOFS.COMm
Third Prize $45 Outback Certificate email: fresh@skoors.com
Fourth Prize $25 Enrico’s Certificate .
i ; Hours of Operation
Tickets are $2 each or $5 for 3 tickets Monday - Friday
10 A.M. - 6 P.M.
Drawing Thursday, February 26, 2009 Saturday
at the TOO FAR General Meeting DR, =M.
You need not be present to win. sign-up online at

www.skoors.com to
receive Farm Fresh.

TOO FAR, Inc
PO Box 2709
Inverness, FL 34451
352-726-5004
Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net Web: www.toofarinc. com



Water — our most precious resource

On February 5, 2009, Cynthia Barnett
Senior writer at Florida Trend magazine and author of
Mirage: Florida and the Vanishing Water of the Eastern U.S.
will give a presentation on
Water Sustainability and the Future of Florida.

The presentation will start at 6:30 pm
at the Best Western Citrus Hills Lodge
Free and open to the public.

Presentation followed by an Ask the Author Session & Book Signing.
Books will be available for purchase at $13.50.

Ms. Barnett has worked for 10 years covering investigative, envi-
ronmental, public policy and business stories. She's won numer-
ous journalism prizes, including seven Green Eyeshade Awards,
which recognize outstanding journalism in 11 southeastern
states.

Barnett earned her bachelor's degree in journalism and master's
in American history with a specialization in environmental history,
both from the University of Florida.

In 2004, she was awarded a Knight-Wallace Fellowship at the
University of Michigan, where she spent a year studying freshwa-
ter supply. Her book, Mirage won the Gold medal for best nonfic-
tion in the Florida Book Awards and the St. Petersburg Times
called it "one of the most important books to hit our state in a very
long time."

Sponsored by the Homosassa River Alliance, Citrus 20/20, Inc., Citrus County Council, Kings Bay
Association, and TOO FAR with support from the Chronicle.
For more information call TOO FAR at 352-726-5004.

Coming Up at the February 26, 2009 General Meeting
Speaker: Dave Moore, Executive Director SWFWMD
Pig Roast Dinner $6.00
Chinese Auction

Raffle




THE CATCHING REPORT |
by Jerry Schneider 2 ﬂ
15 2Y)

Hello fellow fishermen. As always may these words find you healthy and happy. | hope all your
Christmas wishes were granted and your New Year will be a happy one.

On the Salt

The water temp in the gulf is dropping. This is bringing fish usually found on deeper structure off shore
into the bays and flats closer in. Good catches of Grouper and big Black Sea Bass are being reported
every day. These fish are very structure oriented in deep water and it is the same as they move into the
shallows. Look for them on rock piles and ledges. They seem to prefer cut bait . If you are after Sea
Trout, there are plenty to be had in our area. Really big Trout are being caught on the flats around Sun-
coast Keys near Crystal River. Another place to look is Masons Creek down near Homosassa. If a nice
Sheepshead fillet is more to your taste there are some nice ones being caught. Look for them around
the Barge Canal, Yankeetown boat ramp, and the Waccasassa Bay area. The Flounder fishing is still
very good in this same area.

Getting Fresh

Now is the time of the year to break out all that new fishing gear your loving family got you for Christ-
mas. Tune up your spinnerbaits, sharpen hooks, and spool on fresh line. This time of year Bass are a
real challenge. They are either getting ready to spawn, spawning, or recovering from the spawn and
eating very little. 1try to never bother the big females on the nest but the smaller males hanging around
the nest are surely fair game. The Crappie are still going strong. The cold fronts don’t turn them off like
the Bass. The biggest slabs are coming from Floral City with Inverness and Hernando not far behind.
The members that are usually in this report haven’'t caught much this month so | will end this by wishing

you blue skies and tight lines.
Jerry’s gone fishing

A fishing pole’s a curious thing
It's made of just a stick and string
A boy at one end and a wish
And on the other end a fish
Submitted by Bud Rust

Lake Levels as of December 29, 2008
Structure Current Level All level s are in ft. above sea level.
Floral City 39.10 Wysong Main Gate raise d to 39 ft.
Inverness 36.52 Low Flow Gate at 36.52 f t.
Hernando 34.69 50 cfs total flow
Panasoffkee 39.33 Floral City Pool: Leslie  Heifner open
Wysong Upstream 39.18 Floral City and Golf C  ourse closed
Wysong Downstream 35.14 Moccasin Slough closed
Leslie Heifner Outside  39.23 Inverness structu  res closed
Leslie Heifner Inside 39.22 Hernando structur  es closed
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - JANUARY 22, 2009
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center
Speaker: Gary Bartell
Citrus County Commissioner District 2

_ Post Pig Roast Meeting
v

e /\(7 6 pm at

S \r | East Citrus Community Center

VQ\),/LZ Come and hear all about it.

) Thanks to all who helped! Kudos to all!



