Protecting & Conserving Our Water November 2008 Volume 204

PRESIDENT"S MESSAGE

Al submitted this to the Chronicle after reading Ji m Adkins guest column in the chronicle.

Come Back Jim!

This conversation should be over a beer or lemonade in the shade. But it has already become too
loud and public. We miss you at TOO FAR. You were vice-president and chief fish fry chef when
your wife Gert signed us up as members. We learned a lot of local history from you.

Even after you left, you came back to ask for TOO FAR’s help with opposing the Pristine Point De-
velopment on Lake Spivey. We pitched in and helped. It was nice to share with you the rare 5 -0
victory at the BOCC.

We missed you when we convinced SWFWMD to install the culverts through the berm at Flying Ea-
gle. It was not near as much as we wanted but we celebrated a start, the first intentional, agreed
break in the berm since construction. You were not there to celebrate with us after years of working
on it with us. If you had stayed in touch with TOO FAR you would have known about the culverts
over a year ago and would have had a chance for design input. Your tardy tour just made a chance
for an opportunistic Commissioner to make noise.

Joyce Valentino has stuck with us and worked with us even when we had disagreements. She has
kept up and rarely misses a TOO FAR meeting. | do not know who wrote the guest column but
Joyce is a tough, hard working lady who does not need a ghost writer.

Jim Hunter seems to be an unlikely ghost writer for Joyce. When he was with the Chronicle he was
the most knowledgeable, fair-minded and evenhanded reporter on the environment, and, in my
judgment, on everything he wrote. | do not believe that he lost his integrity when he went to work for
the County.

Anthony Schembri has had an exciting start as county administrator. His focus, on communicating
with the people and supporting that effort by hiring Jim Hunter, has not taken sides. | do not believe
Mr. Schembri told Mr. Hunter to write the Guest Column for Joyce. Mr. Schembri has been at TOO
FAR and has weighed in to help us coordinate with the boards and government agencies.

The county joining the water and environmental groups to work on water system improvements
would have a better chance of success than any of us or any of our groups individually. Come
back Jim! When you agree and when you disagree give us the advantage of your background and
experience. You live close to the East Side Community Center where we meet at 7 PM on the 4"
Thursday (3™ in November and December). Come back Jim! Join us! Together, we can make a dif-
ference.

*
r Happy Thanksgiving to All!




Minutes by Jan Grubman and Hilites by Jerri Regan

Thanks to Anne Provencal and Ginny Brower for the treats.

Al called the meeting to order, led the Pledge and delivered the Invocation. Minutes of previous
meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as
read subject to an audit. Bob Hoover has agreed to serve as a Director on the TOO FAR Board.
Bob will serve the remaining term of a Director who resigned.

Al noted that sometimes at TOO FAR we spend time complaining about government, but govern-
ment is not all bad. One of the best parts of government in our county is Mark Edwards and the
Aquatics Department. Al introduced Mark.

Speaker: Mark Edwards, Director Citrus County Aquatics and Frank Aumack, Director of Opera-
tions. Mark was born and raised in this county and takes pride in what he does for the county and
for the citizens. Mark spoke about state and county funding for his work.

80% of his budget comes from the state and the county pays the rest. Most counties do not have a
county and state program. State funds in FY 08 were 1.7 million and 2.7 million in FY 09. The
jump in funding is the result of convincing the state to do more over the years to move the program
forward. Funding breakout: Of 2.7 million 73% went for mechanical harvesting, 16% went for
chemicals, rest went for salaries, equipment, fringe benefits, etc. About 84% of the harvesting
budget was for the east side of the county primarily working on tussock removal. Approximately
$400,000 was spent on Davis Lake restoration. Mark expects that tussock removal to clear navi-
gation paths will continue in areas like Hernando at Pt Lonesome, Van Ness, Todd & Dodd, Tsala
Apopka Lake, and Floral City.

Frank Aumack provided an in depth presentation on exotic plants. He described the invasive exot-
ics and had slides so members could recognize them. Also search for upland invasive plants.
Some pop up after storms from other areas. Mexican petunia is used in landscaping from nurser-
ies. Lantana is considered an invasive. Frank provided a list of plants to watch for and directed
members to their website for additional information.

A question and answer session followed. Jimmy Brooks, SWFWMD, was in the audience and ad-
dressed a question regarding the variance for Panasoffkee Lake that allowed more water into the
lakes.

Nominating Committee: Al for president, Pat for Secretary and Norm Provencal, Frank Heath and
Duane Brooks as Directors. The slate will be read at our November meeting and presented for vote
at our December meeting.

Bullfrog — won by Bob Baldwin, $24.
Motion to adjourn, 2", passed.

Pig Roast Planning Meeting Meeting Notices
November 20, 2008 at 6pm _
East Citrus Community Center TOO FAR Board Meeting
Before our General Meeting. Thursday October 23 at 5 pm
Bt there! East Citrus Community Center

TOO FAR General Meeting
Thursday October 23 at 7 pm
East Citrus Community Center

é}/ﬂ)—’)/ SWFWMD Governing Board

November 18 at 9 am




THE CATCHING REPORT |
by Jerry Schneider 2 ﬂ
15 2Y)

Hello fellow fishermen. As always, | hope these words find you healthy and happy. | believe Fall is truly
here. Cool mornings, beautiful days, no hurricanes in the Gulf, and the fish are really hungry. Just an-
other great day in paradise.

On the Salt

With the drop in water temp everything in the Gulf is biting. The Reds seem to have made the swing to
artificial baits. Nice catches of big Reds are coming in jerk baits and top water plugs like the Skitter
Walk. There is nothing like a top water strike. The Trout have moved from the deeper holes back to the
flats. A jig tipped with a Berkley Gulp Shrimp really gets their attention. Our seasonal fish, the Kings
and the Spanish Mackerel are crashing the bait pods. Follow the diving birds and try a flashy spoon for
these fish. The Snook are also biting well but it's tough dragging them out of their heavy cover.

Getting Fresh

It is prime time for meat fishermen according to Mike Steele of Molly McGee’s deli and bait shop. His
customers say the Crappie are really turned on in our area. Floral City has produced some big twelve
inch fish. Lake Henderson and Panasoffkee are also hot spots foe Crappie. “It's a minnow dunker’'s
dream” says Mike. The Bass bite has slowed some. With the cooler weather coming, the spring bait
hatch will start to school and the

Bass will wake up and start hammering them. The Inverness lakes were famous for schooling Bass in
years past. Greg and June Schmukal report only small Bass on their recent outings. They are probably
saving their strength for their Bass club [Fishers of Men] final tournament. | wish them much luck.

That is all for now. | wish you blue skies and tight lines. Jerry’s gone fishing.

FISH CAMP PHILOSOPHY:
“No man is born an Artist nor an Angler” Izaak Walton
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Coming Up!

310 W Main St. TOO FAR Christmas Party
(HWY 44 W) At

Inverness, FL 34450
phone 341-2777
fax 341-2888

www.skoors.com
email: fresh@skoors.com

Old World Restaurant
December 12, 2008
4pm

Monday - Friday Something else is coming up!

10 A.M. - 6 P.M. ,
Saturday Can’t tell you what now.
9 A.M. - 4 P.M. Not yet.

But real, real soon.
Be on the lookout.

sign-up online at
www.skoors.com to
receive Farm Fresh.




It's our annual Pig Out!
Our Best Ever Pig Roast!

TOO FAR’s 17th Annual Pig Roast
December 6 from 11lam—4pm
At the Church of Christ Pavilion on
Marvin St. & Church St.

Just off Hwy. 48
Floral City

Enjoy the Floral City Heritage Days
and support TOO FAR

Menu

BBQ Pork or Chicken
Applesauce, Corn Bread, Hoppin’ John, Rice
And Dessert

Pork or Chicken $8.00
Combo $10
Carry-out available
Beverages available

Come and Get It! Everyone Welcome

How can we do a better job? Please share your thought with us. Call the office at 352-726-5004
or email us at toofarinc@earthlink.net to share items of concern or news. Let us know what you
think. Thank you.




RAFFLE TIME
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets.
Just the right gift for the folks on your Christmas list who have everything!
Get them at our meetings or call TOO FAR at 353-726 -5004

Raffle Prizes

First Prize $250 Cash

Second Prize  $100 Publix Gift Card
Third Prize $45 Outback Certificate
Fourth Prize $25 Enrico’s Certificate

Tickets are $2 each or $5 for 3 tickets
Drawing Thursday—February 26, 2009
at the TOO FAR General Meeting
You need not be present to win.

REMEMBER: Get your tickets early and often!

Gety ou relatives, friends and

neighbors to buy tickets. We count on you to supp ort our activities and thank
you in advance for your generosity —- don’t ever gi ve up!

O (#) 1(+
"4

,-./0-11 2133




TOOFAR INC
PO BOX 2709
INVERNESS, FL
34451

IN THIS ISSUE

President's Message
Hilites October
Meeting
Meeting Notices
Catching Report
Lake Levels

PRST STD
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO 31
INV. FL

NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - NOVEMBER 20, 2008
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center
Speaker: Mike Bartlett
Structure Control Supervisor, SWFWMD

Wysong Downstream 35.42
Leslie Heifner Outside 39.49
Leslie Heifner Inside 39.50

Lake Levels as of October 27, 2008

All level s are in ft. above sea level.

Structure Current Level
Floral City 39.42
Inverness 37.33
Hernando 35.34
Panasoffkee 39.55
Wysong Upstream 39.38

Wysong Main Gate raise d to 39 ft.
Low Flow Gate at 36.8 ft

214 cfs total flow

Floral City Pool: Leslie  Heifner open
Floral City and Golf C  ourse closed
Moccasin Slough closed

Inverness structu  res closed
Hernando structur  es closed




