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October 2008 Volume 203  Protecting & Conserving Our Water 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
“A NEW EXPERIENCE” 

� 
   For years I have been working to learn and understand the forces that affect our water. I attend a 
great number of governmental or quasi-governmental board meetings including the SWFWMD 
(Swiftmud) Governing Board, the Withlacoochee Basin Board, the Coastal Rivers Basin Board, the 
Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority, the Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration 
Council – Citrus County Task Force, Citrus County Commission (not all), the Project Development 
and Review Board (not all), and some associated Technical Meetings.  
    I also attend numerous citizen groups: the Homosassa River Alliance, the Kings Bay Association, 
the Citrus County Council and (seasonally) Save-Our-Waters-Week because we have a common 
interest in water and our environment. We can also accomplish so much more by working together. 
    A few weeks ago, I heard about the 2008 Water Congress  “Planning for Florida’s Water Future” 
put on by “Century Commission for a Sustainable Florida.” The St Petersburg Times articles and ru-
mors that this government appointed board was trying again to create a Florida “Water Czar.” Local 
control is so important to our waters’ future. When talk of water allocation and transfer came up, I 
knew I had to be there! When the terms water allocation and water transfer were added, I became 
even more concerned. Jan and I agreed to absorb much of the cost to make sure TOO FAR would 
be represented. 
   The congress was September 25th & 26th in Orlando at a Marriott as big as a city and I think the 
newspaper said over 400 attendees. The high registration charge plus gas and a room made it clear 
that they did not really want public input. Tax supported agencies like Water Management Districts, 
cities and state agencies seemed to be the biggest group. That shows you where the big money is – 
I counted about 20 attendees from just one water management district. Happily there were also 
some environmental groups represented and other representatives that were environmentally sensi-
tive. 
   Citrus County Commissioner Gary Bartell, a veteran of water issues, was there as a voting dele-
gate representing Citrus County and the other 66 counties of the Florida Association of Counties.  
Besides apparently knowing almost everyone, he seemed to be the go-to person for other dele-
gates. He was a big help to me but more importantly he was a major help to our cause. His position 
of not just letting the “water czar” concept die but insisting on killing it, was a great success. Alloca-
tion and transfer also died.  
   Do not think we are safe. The developers, the over-developers and the water short areas will be 
after us again. We must stay vigilant and keep working. 
   On other serious subjects we may have mixed blessings. For those of you against the Suncoast 2 
and the theft of Withlacoochee water by our neighbor counties, the lousy economy and the poor 
state of Florida’s finances are likely to at least stall if not kill those projects. 
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Minutes by Jan Grubman and Hilites by Jerri Regan  
 
Thanks to Betty Martin and Avis Washington for the delicious cookies.   
 
Greg called the meeting to order, led the Pledge an d delivered the Invocation.  Minutes of 
previous meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available.  The Treasurer’s report 
was accepted as read subject to an audit.  
 
Greg introduced the Guest speaker – Richard Estabro ok, Director Central Region of the  
Florida Public Archaeology Network.    
 
The Florida Public Archaeology Network promotes and  facilitates the conservation, study, 
and public understanding of Florida's archaeologica l heritage.  The work is accomplished by 
regional centers.  Citrus County is part of the Cen tral Region along Gilchrist, Levy, Bradford, 
Alachua, Marion, Hernando, Sumter and Lake Counties .  
 
The threefold mission of the Florida Public Archaeo logy Network is to:  
 1)  Expand public outreach and education by: 
  Creating visible public outreach programs  
  Providing information on archaeological sites 
  Promoting regional heritage events and programs  
  Encouraging archaeological volunteer opportunitie s 
  Forming partnerships with other heritage organiza tions 
 2) Assist local governments by:  
  Preserving archaeological resources 
  Providing professional archaeological assistance 
  Advising local governments on the management of s ites 
 3) Assist the Division of Historical Resources by:   
  Distributing literature  
  Promoting Division Programs (including grants) 
  Providing venues for regional training opportunit ies  
  Referring local inquiries to the appropriate staf f member  
  Identifying local archaeological sites for the Na tional Register 
 
Richard encouraged members to visit the local sites  and to take advantage of the many pro-
grams that are offered.   Call his office at 352-79 5-0208 for more information.   

Announcements:  Fashion Show September 27, 2008.  B e there!   

Bullfrog drawing won by Jerry Schneider. 
Motion to adjourn, 2 nd and passed, 
 

 
Hello Snowbirds 

 
Welcome back.  We hope you had a wonderful summer.  Please let us know where to send 

your newsletter.    



Meeting Notices 
 

TOO FAR Board Meeting 
Thursday October 23 at 5 pm 

East Citrus Community Center 
 

 TOO FAR General Meeting 
Thursday October 23 at 7 pm   

East Citrus Community Center  
 

Citrus County Task Force  
TBA   

 
SWFWMD Governing Board 

October 28 at 9 am 
 

Withlacoochee River Basin Board 
October 16 at 9 am Brooksville  

 
Citrus County Commissioners 

October 14 & 28   
at 1 pm Courthouse  

 
Sumter County Commissioners 

October 28 at 5 pm  
Colony Cottage    

 
 

Lake Levels as of September 22, 2008 
 

 Structure:                        Current 
 Floral City       39.59    
 Inverness       37.68 
 Hernando        35.66 
 Panasoffkee      39.71 
 Wysong Upstream     39.51 
 Wysong Downstream  35.87 
 Leslie Heifner  Outside  39.63 
 Leslie Heifner Inside    39.63 
  
  All levels are in ft. above sea level.   

 
  Wysong Main Gate raised to 39 ft.   
  Low Flow Gate at 36.8 ft.   
  368 cfs total flow 
 
  Floral City Pool: Leslie Heifner open 
  Floral City and Golf Course closed 
  Moccasin Slough closed 
 
  Inverness and Hernando Pools structures  
  are closed.   
 
Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD at 800-423-
1476 ext. 4515 for more information regarding 
lake levels and structures.     
 

 
Find out about meetings and other important happeni ngs!   

Check out SWFWMD’s (Swiftmud) website:   
http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us/calendar/view/2008/9/   

 
Find out about the Citrus County Task Force by call ing 

Josie Guillen at (352) 796-7211 x4227 or email josi e.guillen@swfwd.state.fl.us 
Let SWFWMD know you are concerned about our water.  Get involved!   

 
It’s that time of year again.    And we need your h elp.   

Join us at a planning meeting for our annual pig ro ast.   
 

Pig Roast Planning Meeting on October 23, 2008  
at 6 PM at the East Citrus Community Center 

right before our General Meeting.   
  

The Pig Roast is our biggest fund raiser of the yea r.    
Remember TOO FAR needs you so please help.    

TOO FAR  
PIG ROAST 

Saturday  
December 6, 2008 

at the 
Floral City Heritage 

Days 



TOO FAR Fashion Show  
 

Thanks to BonWorth for all the great clothes!   Thanks to all our beautiful models!  
Thanks to all who donated food!   Thanks to all who attended!   

TOO FAR had its fashion show on September 27, 2008 at the East Citrus Community Center.  
Great fun was had by all.  Check out the great pictures below.  

Photos courtesy of James Mayes. Thanks James!     

 
That’s Al, but who is that lady in the visor?   

 
Special thanks to Norm  Provencal.  Norm is Chairman of Fundraising for TOO FAR and he  

organized the Fashion Show.  Thanks Norm!   



THE CATCHING REPORT 
by Jerry Schneider 

 

 
                       

�
 
Hello fellow fishermen.  As always I hope these words find you healthy and happy.  The calendar says 
that summer is over, fall is here, and the oppressive heat and hurricanes should be on the wane making 
a day on the water a pleasant experience rather than an uncomfortable one.   
 

 ON THE SALT 
 
Reds, Reds, and more Reds.  Local guides have been seeing big schools of Red fish all along the Na-
ture Coast for weeks. The usual sight fishing lures will work here.  Another tip, get ahead of them and 
let them come to you.  Trout are still hard to locate because of the high water temp. Deeper holes with 
its cooler water are the prime place to look for these fish.  Another place to try is around Chassahow-
itzka. Some very large Trout are being hooked in that area.  Good catches of Mangrove Snapper are 
showing up in several coolers.  These tasty fish are well worth targeting.  The Flounder north of Inglis 
are still being caught in good numbers.  If you want to brave the wind off shore the Gag Grouper bite is 
still strong.  

GETTING FRESH 
 

We are still in drought conditions.  The rain from hurricane FAY helped some. The river came up, struc-
tures were opened, and the lakes began to fill.  The river has dropped again and the Floral City and 
Leslie Heifner structures have been closed to keep the water from draining back into the river.  Bass are 
still in deep water or deep cover because of the high water temp.  Our president Al Grubman proved 
they will still bite.  On a recent outing he boated four nice Bass in a quick ninety minutes.  He and his 
wife Jan also boated a bunch of bottles, cans, and other trash as they participated in the ADOPT-A-
SHORE lake clean up.  Greg and June Schmukal are also very active in the ADOPT-A-SHORE pro-
gram.  My East Cove neighbor, Richard “cookie” Cook caught several three to four pound Bass within 
sight of his dock.  Mike Steele, owner of Molly McGee’s, said his bait customers are some nice Bass but 
no wall hangers. The pan fish bite has slowed some says Mike.   
  
That’s all for now.  I wish you blue skies and tight lines. Jerrys gone fishing 
 
Fish Camp Philosophy:  “I used to like fishing because I thought it had some larger significance. Now I 
like fishing because it’s the one thing I can think of that probably doesn’t”.         John Gierach 

TOO FAR Mission Statement  
 

TOO FAR is a grassroots organization dedicated to t he best management 
and conservation of natural resources for present a nd future generations 
through public education and interaction with all e ntities charged with 
these responsibilities.   
   

TOO FAR, Inc 
PO Box 2709 

Inverness, FL 34451 
352-726-5004 

Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net  Web: www.toofarinc. com  
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - OCTOBER 23, 2008 

7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center   
Speaker: Mark Edwards, Director  

Citrus County Department of Public Works 
Aquatic Services Division 
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