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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 
Dear Sir, 
  
It appears that the Florida Department of Transport ation and our Citrus County Commission 
are in a race with the U. S. Congress for wasteful spending of hard earned dwindling tax-
payer dollars.  At last count a figure of one and a  third billion dollars has been projected as 
the cost of constructing the twenty six mile Suncoa st Parkway II extension through Citrus 
County.  That equates to fifty six million dollars cost per mile and that is a staggering use of 
taxpayer money. 
Developers and builders are for this Parkway becaus e it offers more opportunity for growth 
which benefits their endeavors.  Many county reside nts are opposed to this avenue for urban 
sprawl.  With the exception of Joyce Valentino, the ir reasons and protests have fallen on 
deaf ears of our county commissioners. Normal growt h will occur even if the Parkway never 
comes through. We don’t need growth speeded along.  
During the past four years the Florida State Legisl ature has allocated less than $250,000 for 
the restoration of our Citrus County Waterways. The  Citrus Waterways Restoration Council 
Task Force has identified numerous needs for our fr esh water lakes and rivers and recently 
our west coast waterways. The legislature constantl y refuses to approve the funds requested 
by the Task Force citing the budget crunch the Stat e is experiencing. Does this sound a little 
like our do nothing Congress? With this budget crun ch it seems odd that one state depart-
ment is pushing to spend fifty six million a mile f or a questionable toll road. Perhaps they 
would be willing to doll out the amount of an extra  mile to underwrite the necessary restora-
tion of our waterways. After all, doesn’t growth re quire quality water and lots of it?  Oh, by 
the way, guess who has to pay for the upkeep and ma intenance of the proposed toll road - 
Yep, you guessed it, the Citrus County tax payers. 
 
Submitted by, 
Al Grubman 
President 
TOO FAR  

The following is a note transmitting the letter rep roduced below that was sent by Al to the 
Chronicle: At our last meeting the TOO FAR Board of  Directors voted to oppose the Sun-
coast II extension to the existing tollway.  Shortl y thereafter I received the attached letter 
from a member expressing the predominant opinion of  the board and relating it to our his-
toric water concerns.  Request publication.  Thank you, Al Grubman President TOO FAR 
Inc.   
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Minutes by Pat Brady and Hilites by Jerri Regan  
 
Thanks to Pat Brady for the goodies and to Jan and Mary for working the coffee room.    
 
Al called the meeting to order, led the Pledge and delivered the Invocation.  Minutes of previous 
meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted as 
read subject to an audit.   
 
Guest speaker – Rivard Reding water resources education/presenter for the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District’s Crystal River/Kings Bay & Rainbow River Watershed Education.   
Rivard gave a scientific discussion on the properties of water and its use in the environment and 
then a history of the migration to Florida.   
From the sky we get 150 billion gal of water, 26 billion from states above us every day.  This is now 
being reduced.  60% evaporates.  So if we water plants in the heat of the day we loose more to 
evaporation.   
What can we do?  Can each person help?  In Florida a lot of people are involved in building, more 
taxes, and more infrastructure.  But we’ve been too successful, and infrastructure doesn’t keep up. 
1900 people a day come in and 800 leave.  In Florida any increase people increases water use.   
Rivard complimented our group on working with the district to accomplish common goals.  Listen to 
what people are saying to see if we can work together. 
Al – Rivard touched on builders and one of Al’s jobs is opposing builders and developers.  But in 
our audience are two builders/realtors who work hard for our environment, Task Force members:  
Sandra Closwig and Wayne Sawyer.  Wayne would like to have Rivard talk to the Task Force to re-
store Flying Eagle.  Our offer to clean it up for free was turned down. 
Mirage, Cynthia Barnett is being brought to Citrus County by the environmental groups of Citrus 
County, Feb. 5th a Thursday night.  Books will be for sale or bring yours and have it signed.  During 
Save our Waters Week there will be a political forum and TF is contributing books for the candi-
dates.   
Directors gave short statements on a variety of things.  Jan urged us to continue bringing dog & cat 
food for the Meals on Wheels programs. 
Greg announced that September 19th starts Save Our Waters week.  Greg is Coordinator for East 
Citrus County.  Need someone for Floral City Pool.  Will have picnic for those that work.  Septem-
ber 19th there is a Dinner & Jeopardy Game.  Tickets are $35.  Also, there will be a silent auction. 
Bullfrog drawing was won by Dr. Brian Frederick who donated the pot back to TOOFAR. 
Motion to adjourn, 2nd and passed, 

 
TOO FAR Fashion Show 

September 27, 2008  1 pm—4 pm 
at 

East Citrus Community Center 
Tickets $8 

Door Prizes 
Light Refreshments—Finger Foods 

Plan to Join the Fun!   
Call Norm Provencal at 352-726-4257 

Volunteers Needed to model and to prepare/donate re freshments 



Meeting Notices 
 

TOO FAR Board Meeting 
Thursday August 28 at 5 pm 

East Citrus Community Center 
 

 TOO FAR General Meeting 
Thursday August 28 at 7 pm   

East Citrus Community Center  
 

Citrus County Task Force  
August 11 

Lecanto Government Bldg.  
 

SWFWMD Governing Board 
August 26 at 9 am 

 
Withlacoochee River Basin Board 

August 14 at 9 am Brooksville  
 

Citrus County Commissioners 
August 12 & 26   

at 1 pm Courthouse  
 

Sumter County Commissioners 
August 12 at 5 pm Gov’t. Annex 

August 26 at 5 pm  
Colony Cottage    

 

Lake Levels as of July , 2008 
 

 Structure:                        Current 
 Floral City       39.32    
 Inverness       36.34 
 Hernando        34.19 
 Panasoffkee      39.77 
 Wysong Upstream     39.68 
 Wysong Downstream  35.86 
 Leslie Heifner  Outside  39.47 
 Leslie Heifner Inside    39.47 
  
All levels are in ft. above sea level.   

 
Wysong Main Gate raised to 39 ft.   
Low Flow Gate at 39 ft.   
433 cfs total flow 
 
Floral City Pool: Leslie Heifner open 
Floral City and Golf Course open 
Moccasin Slough closed   
 
Inverness and Hernando Pools structures are 
closed.   
 
Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD at 800-423-
1476 ext. 4515 for more information regarding 
lake levels and structures.     
 



  
 

  

 TOO FAR 
PO BOX 2709 

Inverness, FL 34451 
352-726-5004 

Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net  Web: www.toofarinc. com  

Kids Fishing Day 
July 16, 2008 

Thanks to all the sponsors of the 
Kids Fishing Day. 

 
Al Grubmam and Greg Schmukal han-
dled the education class including 
fishing, water conservation, pollution, 
and other topics of concern to our or-
ganization.  Jan Grubman, June 
Schmukal, Charlie Bower, Gene Yoho, 
and Jerry Schneider baited hooks, 
gave casting lessons, and unbraided 
lines to finish out the days activity.   

Getting Ready for the Pig Roast 
 
Help make our Pig Roast the best ever!  Join the fun early.  Come to the First Pig 
Roast Planning Meeting on August 28, 2008 at 6 PM at the East Citrus Community 
Center.  The meeting is right before our August 28th General Meeting.   So, come 
early and help plan TOO FAR’s Pig Roast.   

Thanks Pet Lovers 
 

Thanks to all our pet lovers who donate food for the pets’ meals program.  Don’t for-
get to bring donations to our General Meetings and leave them in the kitchen.  Food 
for pets is needed.  Help make sure our furry friends get fed.   
 
 



THE CATCHING REPORT 
by Jerry Schneider 

 

 
 
 
 
Hello fellow fishermen, as always I hope these word s find you healthy and happy. 
 
On the Salt   
To paraphrase the old song “Summer time and the fis hing is easy”.  The gulf water temp is just 
about perfect and the Trout and Reds are everywhere  they should be.  Working the flats with a 
Skitterwalk should produce some nice Trout.  Bigger  Trout are being hooked in the cooler 
deeper holes.  The flats north of Inglis is giving up some very nice Flounder. Live shrimp fished 
slowly on the bottom should do the trick.  Some ver y heavy Cobia are also being hooked in this 
area.  For Gag Grouper, 20’ of water seems to be th e starting line.  Bigger Gags are in the 40’ to 
60’ range.  The usual summer population of sharks h as returned. Small Bull, Bonnethead, Black 
Tip and Spinner shark are everywhere. If it is too hot for you during the day, try some Snook at 
night. Target any dock or sea wall with a light on it.   
 
Getting’ Fresh  
On July 16, TOOFAR INC. Parks and Recreation, and C ounty Summer Day Camp all came to-
gether to put on a kids fishing clinic at Liberty a nd Wallace Brooks Parks. Dave Picklik and 
Dianna Roughton of the city/county handled the logi stics of troop movement.  Our President, Al 
Grubmam and Treasurer Greg Schmukal handled the edu cation class that included not only 
fishing but water conservation, pollution, and othe r topics of concern to our organization. When 
the kids finished their class they fished from the pier at Wallace Brooks Park.  Jan Grubman, 
June Schmukal, Charlie Bower, Gene Yoho, and myself  baited hooks, gave casting lessons, and 
unbraided lines to finish out the days activity.  T he kids were great, well mannered, bright, and 
attentive, and asked some surprisingly mature quest ions. All things considered it was a very 
good day.   
 
That’s all for now. I wish you blue skies and tight  lines  
                                                                                            Jerry’s go ne fishing 
 
FISH CAMP PHILOSOPHY 
“The sea hath fish for every man”                         William Camden  
 

TOO FAR Mission Statement  
 

TOO FAR is a grassroots organization dedicated to t he best management 
and conservation of natural resources for present a nd future generations 
through public education and interaction with all e ntities charged with 
these responsibilities.   

Citrus County Task Force 
 

For information regarding the Citrus County Task fo rce meeting dates, 
times and locations, call Josie Guillen, Administra tive Assistant 2 at 
SWFWMD.  You can reach Josie at (352) 796-7211 x422 7 or email her with 
questions and concerns at josie.guillen@swfwd.state .fl.us 
Let SWFWMD know you are concerned about our water.  Get involved!   
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - AUGUST 28, 2008 

7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center   
Speaker: Anthony Schembri 
Citrus County Administrator 
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