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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

 “N EW AND DIFFERENT – IS IT GOOD?” 
��
We are changing. 
 
TOO FAR is working with the environmental community . We are not alone. When our view 
and other environmental groups’ views overlap we ar e more likely to win if we work together. 
We are working with Citrus 20/20 especially Save Ou r Waters Week, Citrus County Council, 
Homosassa River Alliance, Kings Bay Association, Fr iends of Chassahowitzka, Save the 
Manatee, Withlacoochee Area Residents, and more.  
Homosassa River Alliance has awarded their 2008 Env ironmental Warrior trophy to TOO 
FAR. This is a tremendous honor and confirmation th at our efforts at working together are 
bearing fruit. See the photos.  
Not only have our relationships in the community ch anged, our relationships with govern-
ment have changed. SWFWMD Executive Director Dave M oore spoke at our March meeting. 
No shouting, no fighting, just an adult exchange of  views. Some did not agree. Our old friend 
and ex-VP Jim Adkins disagreed with the majority vo te on the sinkholes. Come back Jim 
(Gert too)! We miss you and your wise council.  
The latest and I think the strangest and most surpr ising possible change… Recently several 
environmental group representatives told me about a  new seat on the SWFWMD Governing 
Board representing Citrus, Sumter, Levy, and Lake C ounties. They asked me to apply for the 
appointment – I am. These are political and highly sought after positions. Most incumbents 
are in Real Estate or related fields. Therefore, th e chances are not good but I am working at 
it. The potential of TOO FAR and the other environm ent groups being represented early in 
policy and project decisions is awesome. We will kn ow soon. I have no intention to change 
my relationship with TOO FAR.  
Please let us know your thoughts and reactions. Sna il mail, e-mail and telephone are fine. 
Even better is coming to board meetings. Only offic ers and directors can vote but all mem-
bers and their opinions are welcome. Board meetings  are at 5PM before the General Meet-
ings. 
It has come to our attention that at a recent meeti ng an endorsement for local candidates of-
fended some of you.   Therefore to alleviate dissen tion within our organization we will con-
sider previous such endorsement as history. 
 
 
 Al 

TOO FAR 
PO BOX 2709 

Inverness, FL 34451 
352-726-5004 

Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net  Web: www.toofarinc. com  
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By Pat Brady 

 
Thanks to Jan Ethier and Mary Agius for the goodies  and for working the coffee room.    
Call to Order—Al called the meeting to order and le d the Pledge.  Jerry delivered the Invoca-
tion.  Minutes of previous meetings as well as Boar d Meeting minutes are available.  The 
Treasurer’s report was accepted as read subject to an audit.   
Announcements:  Al reminded attendees that tonight was their last opportunity to purchase 
Super Raffle tickets.  Hometown Democracy report – revocation was overturned by the 
courts so now is close to having the required numbe r to get this on the ballot.  Three Sisters 
Springs:  Sing for 3 Sisters – May 16 th – 6-10 p.m. beside the port at the National Wildli fe Ref-
uge in Crystal River.  Tickets on sale May 1 st.  Bring a chair.  All money goes to buy the 
springs.   Political candidates or others wishing t o be introduced should fill out a speakers 
form at the sign-in desk.    
Over three years ago, Carmen Stone told us about Me als on Wheels and the need to feed the 
pets to keep the seniors from giving their food to the pets.  Carmen started up the TOO FAR 
program to donate pet food to distribute with the M eals on Wheels.   TOO FAR was recog-
nized for our efforts at a ceremony at the BOCC.    
Speaker - Jim Bitter, Vice President of Homosassa R iver Alliance, announced TOO FAR’s 
selection as Environmental Warrior of the Year.  Th e award is a traveling award, a beautiful 
sculpture.  We will also receive a permanent plaque .  Designer is Jim Nichol. 
Speaker: Mike Bartlett, Structure Control Superviso r, SWFWMD.  Also in attendance was 
Mike Holtkamp, Operations Director, Operations Depa rtment, SWFWMD.   
Mike B. presented some slides and discussed how the  water moves from pool to pool, each 
lake has to reach its threshold before water moves on between the lakes.  All structures 
were closed this week as the lakes were higher than  the river, now watching the river.  
The last time Brogden Bridge structure open was in 2004.  A member commented that DEP, 
Terry Sullivan, said Hernando Lake was just for she et flow angering some residents of the 
area.  Extra rain was our good fortune as we had to  raise the Wysong for the Lake Panasof-
fkee project and began to fill the lakes.  Defended  the Wysong as beneficial to the Tsala 
Apopka chain of lakes.   Now can divert water to 2 Mile Prairie rather than by Arrow Head in 
flood stages adding more flood protection down rive r.  Thinks the ground water is being re-
plenished so when the rainy season water comes it w ill raise quickly. 
What would happen if all structures were removed be tween the pools?  Water would be un-
controlled and flooding occurs.  Lakes would still go dry and severe wildfires would also oc-
cur.  SWFWMD’s goal is to maintain water in the lak es as long as we can.  Conserve water 
wherever possible.  The Wysong is operated under st rict permit instructions.  But, SWFWMD 
was able to step outside of the instructions for Pa nasoffkee.    
Bullfrog Drawing won $29 Mike Harris. 
Super Raffle Fishing Trip donated by Texas Aquatic Harvesting won by our speaker, Mike 
Bartlett.  Motion to adjourn, passed.   

 
TOO FAR Mission Statement  

TOO FAR is a grassroots organization dedicated to t he best management and conservation 
of natural resources for present and future generat ions through public education and inter-
action with all entities charged with these respons ibilities.   



Meeting Notices 
 

TOO FAR Board Meeting 
Thursday May 22 at 5 pm 

East Citrus Community Center 
 

 TOO FAR General Meeting 
Thursday May 22 at 7 pm   

East Citrus Community Center  
 

Citrus County Task Force  
May 12 at 3 pm 

Lecanto Government Bldg.  
 

SWFWMD Governing Board 
May 27 at 9 am 

 
Withlacoochee River Basin Board 

No May Meeting 
June 12 at 9 am Brooksville  

 
Citrus County Commissioners 

May 13 & 27   
at 1 pm Courthouse  

 
Sumter County Commissioners 

May 13 at 5 pm Gov’t. Annex 
May 27 at 5 pm  
Colony Cottage    

Lake Levels as of April 28, 2008 
 

 Structure:                        Current 
 Floral City       39.56    
 Inverness       36.58 
 Hernando        34.43 
 Panasoffkee      39.45 
 Wysong Upstream     36.10 
 Wysong Downstream  39.28 
 Leslie Heifner  Outside  39.88 
 Leslie Heifner Inside    39.88 
  
All levels are in ft. above sea level.   

 
Wysong Main Gate raised to 39 ft.   
Low Flow Gate at 38.7 ft.   
130 cfs total flow 
 
Floral City Pool: Leslie Heifner open 
Floral City, Golf Course and Moccasin slough 
are closed   
 
Inverness and Hernando Pools structures are 
closed.   
 
Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD at 800-423-
1476 ext. 4515 for more information regarding 
lake levels and structures.     
 

Remember Freedom Isn’t Free 
 

Memorial Day May 26, 2008 is more than a holiday ma rking the start of summer.  It is a day to 
remember all those who have made the ultimate sacri fice and given up their lives in service to 
our great county keeping us free.      
 
Moina Michael is credited as the originator of the red poppy that we wear on Memorial Day to 
honor those who died in service to our county in a war.   Her poem reprinted below was writ-
ten in 1915.    

We cherish too, the Poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led, 

It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies. 

 
Wear your poppy. Fly your flag high.  Be proud to b e an American.  Support our troops.  

 
Thanks to all our heroes.   

 



2008 Environmental Warrior Award 
 
 
Jim Bitter, Vice-President of the Homosassa River A lliance pre-
sented TOO FAR with their 2008 Environmental Warrio r Award.   
Al Grubman accepted the trophy on behalf of TOO FAR  at the April  
24th General Membership Meeting noting that it was a tremendous 
honor.   
 
Al, Greg and Norm attended the Homosassa River Alli ance Picnic  
and got their first look at the impressive trophy. 
 
 

 
Meals on Wheels for Pets 

 
On the left, Al and Joyce Valentino, County Commis-
sioner District 5 and Chairwoman of the Board of Co unty 
Commissioners display the certificate awarded  
to TOO FAR by the Citrus County Board of County Com -
missioners.  The certificate recognized the partici pation 
of TOO FAR members in the Pet Meals program.  Carme n 
Stone is responsible for getting TOO FAR members in -
volved in this program that feeds the pets of folks  get-
ting Meals on Wheels.   Thanks to Carmen for gettin g  
TOO FAR involved in this program and to all the  
generous TOO FAR members!    
 

Greg and Al at the picnic Al and the trophy 

TOO FAR will make a home for the trophy until next year’s Environmental    
Warrior of the Year is announced.  Thanks to the Ho mosassa River Alliance.   

Together we can make a difference.    



THE CATCHING REPORT 
by Jerry Schneider 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello fellow fishermen, as always I hope these word s find you healthy and happy.  
 
We have sunshine, fresh air, gulf water temp in the  low seventies, warm days in the 
eighties, gentle breezes, and fish both fresh and s alt eager to take a bait. Is this a 
great place to live or what? 
                                                      

On the salt 
 
There seems to be plenty of trout around. The large r ones appeared around the first 
week of April and moved onto the flats. Red fish ar e scattered everywhere. Larger 
Reds are being taken around the mouths of the creek s. There are tons of Spanish 
Mackerel being caught through out our area. Look fo r diving birds over bait pods 
because bait pods equal mackerel. Another seasonal visitor is the tasty Pompano. 
There are plenty of them around the sand bars and a re being caught on sand fleas 
and small crabs. Some very nice Gag Grouper are bei ng taken in the usual places in 
twenty feet of water. 
 
                                                       Getting Fresh 
 
Fishing on our lakes and rivers is getting  better every day. Mike Steele, owner of 
Molly McGee’s said he is having a hard time keeping  up with the demand for his 
shiners. His customers say the lake fishing is good  but the river is better. The river 
is up due to above average rain fall this spring. T his has opened up new forage ar-
eas and the bass and crappie have turned on. 
SWFMD is still cutting water from the river to our lakes but that may stop if we don’t 
get some  more rain to keep the river high. 
That is all there is for now. I wish you blue skies  and tight lines. 
 
                                                                                      Jerry’s gone fis hin’ 
 
Fish Camp Philosophy 
“With appreciation of all of the wonders of nature to be seen, smelled, or heard on 
any fishing trip, the importance of the catch grows  less.”        Ted Trueblood 
 

Snowbird Alert  
 

Where are you?   When are you leaving and where wil l you go?  Keep TOO FAR on 
your list of places to notify.   You know you love our newsletter!   Let us know.  Call 
us at 352-726-5004 and let TOO FAR know.   Have a s afe and pleasant journey.  We’ll 
miss you.        
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - MAY 22, 2008   

7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center   
Invited Speaker: Robert Knight 

Water Resources Director  
Citrus County  
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