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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
The following was submitted to and published in the Chronicle

THE SYSTEM

Whether God or nature (same thing?) made them, our water systems are wonderful. Here in Citrus
County we have a system of the Withlacoochee River, the Tsala Apopka Lakes and the aquifer. To-
gether they bring water, purify water and store water. In high water periods, water flowing down the
Withlacoochee River overflows into its natural overflow basin, the Tsala Apopka Lakes and
marshes. This overflow raises the surface water levels creating a larger, deeper, more drought re-
sistant surface reservoir with more pressure to filter through to the aquifer. This filtering action re-
moves most bacterial contamination and particulates making the water safe to drink (unhappily ni-
trates and nitrites remain but that is another issue). The aquifer stores large quantities of water and
some of the fresh water flows to the Gulf Coast mitigating salinity in our bays and estuaries
(important in maintaining the ecological systems). In spite of the acts of man the system still works.

BUT THE SYSTEM IS IN DANGER AND OUR TAXES ARE FINAN CING THE THREAT!

The Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority (WRWSA) is paying a consulting company to
explore future alternate water sources. Two of the alternates being studied are on the Withla-
coochee River at the Trilby and Wysong areas. They are both direct affronts and dangers to our
system. Taking out the high water when it is available instead of letting the system work will destroy
the system. When confronted, the response is that they are just looking at alternatives. They then
continue to spend our tax money on pretty colored charts, graphs, designs, estimates and meetings
- with our taxes paying.

| try to maintain the high road in discussions but the other day when discussing this danger with a
nice young Citrus County native | could not help but agree when he called it “lIGNORANT.” They do
not understand the way the system works or they do not care - either way it makes the consulting
fees shameful.

But there is hope. When we felt raided for downstream Withlacoochee water by outsiders our repre-
sentatives jumped in to help. Now that our own region is looking to raid upstream Withlacoochee
water, a much more serious situation, | believe our representatives will be there again. In addition to
Senator Dean and Representative Schultz, all of the County Commissioners are on our side. In ad-
dition, Commissioner Valentino chairs the Board of Directors of the WRWSA. Commissioner Valen-
tino has always been there for us, most especially on water issues. | know we can count on her.
Further work on the Trilby Reservoir (now called “Withlacoochee River System Aquifer Recharge”)
and/or the North Sumter Supply (near Wysong) must be stopped now and no additional tax monies
wasted. We can all see that there are better alternatives for long term water sources. If the WRWSA
does not drop these alternatives forthwith, Citrus County must get out of the WRWSA and keep
fighting.

TOO FAR, Inc. “WE WORK FOR WATER”
Al Grubman




By Pat Brady

Thanks to Barbara & Bill Bridge and Karen Allen for the refreshments tonight.

Call to Order—Al Grubman called the meeting to order, led the Pledge and the Invocation. Minutes of previ-
ous meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read
subject to an audit. The Pig Roast was a huge success and we made over $2,000 profit. Increased our do-
nation to the church this year for all the work they did in upgrading the facility. All the chicken was donated
and cooked by Allen & Mike. Bob Hoover did a wonderful job cooking the pork. Their efforts were greatly
appreciated. Many people worked 12 hours straight. Sold out of pork and chicken. Auction items will con-
tinue to bring in funds for the pig roast results. We’'ll be having the left over pork in February rather than
January. Thanks to all.

Election of Officers — Vice President, Larry Hartman, Treasurer — Greg Schmukal, Directors, Bob Adamic,
Sophie Diaz- Fonseca, Jerry Schneider. Call for nominations from the floor, hearing none, motion was made
to accept the slate by acclamation. Motion passed.

Speaker — Jamie Adams, “Outdoors with Adams”, Chronicle columnist and retired Sumter County Sheriff.
Very worried about the water situation. Came to the area over 50 years ago and served as a wildlife officer
for the Game & Fish commission and patrolled the area from the Green Swamp north. Got to see the area
running plentiful with fresh water and thought it would never end. Especially loves the Withlacoochee and
now has seen it gone dry. He thinks this is a trend of the future not due to weather but from using too much
water. (See Channel 9 interview tonight about the Villages)

Did you ever think a bottle of water would cost more than a bottle of beer? It can be reversed if we can find
a way to retain the water in the Green Swamp. Other areas of the country have reservoirs, but not in Flor-
ida. We have depended on our lakes to recharge the aquifer, but they aren’t able to do it any more.

Winston Perry — one of the founders of the Homosassa River Alliance. For the past few many months he
has been promoting the Florida Hometown Democracy to take control of the uncontrolled growth that is
sucking the aquifer dry. Read the ballot title for the bill to us. This will allow the electors to control land use
in our area and we are trying to get it into the constitution so that when a developer comes along that want to
put in the huge developments we will have the opportunity to vote on it. We have never had this opportunity
it has always been in the hands of elected officials. With this amendment we will decide.

President’s Report —

One of our members read that the Citrus County Parks and Recreation is holding a fishing clinic for up t0120
children. They would like contributions and help. 23" of February at Fort Island pier.

Al sent the Chronicle a letter showing disapproval of some of the activities on the Withlacoochee recently
and it will be in the next issue of our newsletter.

Too Far recently got notice that our rent is increasing to $4000 per year because the owner’s cost have gone
up. This is a major danger to our long term viability. The board met and had a discussion about this in-
crease and determined that we can’t meet this increase, but the Foundation said they would investigate get-
ting the owner to donate the office to the foundation for a tax deduction. There was hope that a large donor
would be found. If the issue can’t be resolved with the assistance of the Foundation, we will move out of the
office by January 1, 2008. Greg found a rental unit for $69 per month and a motion was made, seconded
and passed with some objection to move by the 1st of January if there is no resolution. Greg will call people
to set a date for the move. Al will call the management corporation and give notice to vacate.

Bullfrog Drawing — June Schmukal won $26. Motion to adjourn, passed.

RAFFLE TICKETS

Don't forget to buy your raffle tickets. Tickets are available for our general raffle and for our super
raffle. General raffle tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. The drawing is February 28, 2008 at our Gen-
eral Meeting. Grand Prize $200 cash.

Super raffle tickets are $25 each for a 4 person fishing trip anywhere in Florida—inshore or off-
shore. Donated by Texas Aquatic Harvesting, Inc. Drawing April 24th at our General Meeting.
Only 100 tickets will be sold. Get your tickets at our meetings or call 353-726-5004. Thanks!




Thanks to All!  You made the 16th Annual TOO FAR Pig Roast our best ever!

Thanks to all our bakers who baked over 50 dozen cupcakes and 50 dozen corn muffins. Our
thanks to the guys who were at the Pavilion in Floral City at 5:00 a.m. to start the fire, get the pig
on the spit and begin cooking over 320 Ibs. of pork. Special thanks to Bob Hoover, Citrus County
Airboat Alliance, for manning the grill and cooking all the pork. Special thanks to Mike Hulon and
Texas Aquatic Harvesting, Inc., for donating and cooking all the chicken. This was our first year
serving both pork and chicken and it was a terrific success. To Pastor Steve and the members of
the Floral City Church of Christ, we cannot thank you enough for the use of the Pavilion and for
the many improvements. To the Floral City Heritage Council and Marcia Beasley thanks for all
your time and effort making the Floral City Heritage Days a special time. Special thanks to our
Donation Committee — Norm Provencal and Bob Adamic — for all their time and effort.

It was great to see old friends and to meet new ones!




Meeting Notices Lake Levels as of January 7, 2008

TOO FAR General Meeting Structure: Current
Thursday January 24 at 7 pm Floral City 39.39
East Citrus Community Center Inverness 34.81
_ Hernando 34.46
TOO FAR Board Meeting Panasoffkee 3951
Thursday January 24 at 5 pm W Upst 39 '31
East Citrus Community Center ysong Upstream '
Citrus County Task Force Wys_ong Downstream 35.21
February 11 at 3 pm Leslie Heifner Outside 39.48
Leslie Heifner Inside 39.51
Withlacoochee Basin Board Levels are in ft. above sea level.

February 14 at 9 am Brooksville
Wysong Main Gate is closed at 39 ft.

SWFWMD Governing Board Low Flow Gate is fully open at 38.7 ft.
January 29 at 9 am Brooksville 150 cfs total flow

Citrus County Commissioners
County Courthouse
January 23 at 1 pm

Floral City, Inverness and Hernando Pools—
structures are closed. Leslie Heifner gate open

Sumter County Commissioners Please Ca” M'ke Bartlett, SWFWMD at 800-423-
January 22 at 5 pm Colony Cottage 1476 ext. 4515 for more information regarding
February 12 & 26 at 5 pm lake levels and structures.

Bushnell Courthouse

NEW in 2008 —— TOO FAR VIRTUAL OFFICE

TOO FAR has left the building at 26 North Florida Avenue. What does all this mean
to you? We hope you won't notice a bit. We are still working for you and are avail-
able by calling 352-726-5004 and/or by an email sent to toofarinc@earthlink.net

TOO FAR Board Meetings will be held at 5pm before our General Meetings
at the East Citrus Community Center. The next meeting will be January 24 at 5pm at
the East Citrus Community Center. Meetings are open and all are welcome.

Please do not leave newspapers and cans at the 26 North Florida Avenue location.
We are not able to provide an alternate location for recycling. We hope you continue
to recycle your newspapers and cans by dropping them off at a recycling center. Call
us at 352-726-5004 if you have any questions.

TOO FAR Inc
PO Box 2709 Inverness FL 34451
Phone 352-726-5004
Email address: toofarinc@earthlink.net Website: www.toofarinc.com




THE CATCHING REPORT I
by Jerry Schneider i e 3
v

Hello Fellow Fisherman, as always | hope these words find you healthy and happy.

On the Salt:

Good news, plenty of grouper. Better news, they are on the rocks in eight to ten feet
of water. Best news, they are hitting top water plugs rather than breaking you off on
the rocks. A good many keepers are among the high numbers being hooked. Span-
ish mackerel have not arrived in large pods as usual. They seem to be scattered
everywhere. No matter what your target fish might be, you are probably going to
hook up with a mackerel before you head for the dock. If you are after macks go to
the outer markers of the barge canal. The trout and red fish bite are still strong. Reds
in the fifteen pound range are hitting cut bait on the incoming tide when fished at the
mouth of creeks.

Getting Fresh:

Fair is the word to describe the fishing on our lakes. Mike Steele at Molly McGee’s
deli/bait shop said his customers are reporting good numbers of nice crappie but the
bass are running small. Our president Al Grubman has been boating at least three
bass when he leaves his dock on Lake Henderson. Greg and June Schmukal are
still fishing Lake Rousseau. The lake has not yet rewarded their efforts with a trophy
but the fish they are boating are all around three pounds. “Fish like that will keep
you interested” says Greg.

Well that's all there is for now. | hope you had a great Christmas and | wish you a
great New Year to go with your blue skies and tight lines.

Jerry’s gone fishin’
Fish Camp Philosophy:

“If people concentrated on the really important things in life, there would be a short-
age of fishing poles.”  Douglas Larson

In Memory of Marian Springer

Thank you to Pat Brady and Sandy Blackmore for the donation in memory of their
mother Marian Springer who passed away October 31, 2007.

Also, thank you to Alice and Herb O’Neal for their contribution in memory of Marian.
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NEW in 2008 —— TOO FAR VIRTUAL OFFICE
TOO FAR has left the building at 26 North Florida A venue.
What does all this mean to you? Details inside.

NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - JANUARY 24, 2008
at 7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center
Speaker: Mr. Gary Maidhof
Citrus County Development Services Director

COMING UP
February 28, 2008 General Meeting
Tentative Speaker Senator Charlie Dean
Before the meeting join us for BBQ Pork Sandwiches with apple-
sauce, chips, soda and dessert starting at 6pm.
All for $5.00




