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Meeting Notices

TOO FAR General Meeting
Thursday November 15
at 7 pm
East Citrus Community Center

TOO FAR Board Meeting
Thursday December 6
at 6 pm
TOO FAR office

Citrus County Task Force
TBA

Withlacoochee Basin Board
December 13
at 9 am
Brooksville

SWFWMD Governing Board
November 26 & December 18
At 9 am
Brooksville

Citrus County Commissioners
County Courthouse
November 13 & 27
December 4 & 18
at1l pm

Sumter County Commissioners
November 13 at 5 pm
December 11 at 5 pm
Bushnell Courthouse
December 18 at 5 pm

Colony Cottage

TOO FAR is closed
Thanksgiving Week
&
Christmas Week

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE
CONSERVATION and CONFUSION

Water is precious. Conservation is good. If | decide to conserve
money, | will have more money in my pocket to spend. BUT, if |
decide to conserve water, they will give it to someone else. We
must still preserve our precious water.

Yesterday, | heard a man explain that over pumping in his devel-
opment (something like 3 million gallons per day when only 2 mil-
lion was allowed by their permit) is justified for their community
well. He said it was justified because no one had ever proved that
150 gallons of water per person was enough and that their lots
are bigger . This brings up the inconvenient truth that most of our
water is used on grass . | had not been worrying that my grass
would dry out, | have been worrying that people would not have
enough clean affordable water or that working farmers could not
make a living.

Let’s set our priorities. The easiest ways to do it are enforcement
of once-a-week watering and conservation rates for those that
pay for water. Enforcing once a week watering means penalties
for watering at other than your allowed time whether you are us-
ing city water or well water (both take water from our common ag-
uifer). Conservation rates for water are set to charge lower rates
for what is basically people water and progressively higher rates
for each additional thousand gallons which is progressively more
likely to be excessive usage or lawn water.

Commentary or contrary opinion will be included in future issues if
space is available and at our sole discretion. | welcome individual
comments and the Pig Roast would be a good time and place.

Al

Happy Thanksgiving!
X
7
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Many wishes for a Happy Thanksgiving to you and your families.
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By Pat Brady

Thanks to Cindy Baldwin and June Schmukal for the b aked goodies and for manning the
Coffee Room.

Al Grubman called the meeting to order, led the gro  up in the Pledge and gave the Invocation.
Minutes of previous meetings as well as Board Meeti  ng minutes are available in the TOO
FAR office. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read subject to an audit.

Guest Speaker — Mark Edwards, Director of Citrus Co  unty Division of Aquatic Services. Mark
outlined his responsibilities and major functions. Major functions are the management of
nuisance aquatic plants on public accessible waterw ays: Crystal River, Homosassa River,
Chassahowitzka River and Lake Tsala Apopka, mainten  ance of waterway signs, construction
of artificial reefs, administration of boat ramp im provements, and coordination of Adopt-A-
Shore activities.

Several methods are used to manage weeds: biologica |, chemical and mechanical. The
growth habits of hydrilla, water hyacinths and wate r lettuce were described noting that some
of these aquatic plants can grow over aninchaday . Left unchecked they will block the wa-

terways. Goals include: to prevent invasive aquat  ic plant infestations, making the lakes
useable for navigation, maintaining waterway signag e and overseeing harvesting contrac-
tors. Mark said he anticipates a lot of work when the water comes back up.

Mark presented slides depicting the artificial reef s created in the Gulf. Mark’s number is
352-527-7620 if you have any questions about invasi  ve plants in your area. Website is

http://www.bocc.citrus.fl.us/aquatics/aquatic_servi ces.htm

Mark introduced Terry Sullivan, DEP. Lots of ques  tions followed for both Mark and Terry on
topics that included controlled burns, muck removal , tussocks, dredging, and DEP responsi-
bilities.

Larry Hartman auctioned off gift certificates for T he Cove, Ruby Tuesday’s and Crackers.
Petitions available for Hometown Democracy petition . Be careful what you sign. Misleading
petitions are being circulated that folks are signi ng against this while the petition leads them

to believe they are signing for it. So, please be careful.

Nominees read for the December election of TOO FAR  Officers and Directors. The slate is as
follows: Larry Hartman—Vice President, Greg Schmu  kal—Treasurer and Bob Adamic,
Sophie Diaz-Fonseca and Jerry Schneider as Director  s.

Directors’ reports. Jan Grubman gave an update on the advertising campaign. About $3,500
has been raised so far.

Jim Adkins alerted members to an issue in Sumter Co unty. A developer is asking to develop
200 acres on the river. He asked that members get  on top of this.

Bullfrog drawing was won by June Schmukal.

Meeting adjourned.

TOO FAR OFFICE HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

The office will be closed Thanksgiving Week — November 19 through November 23
Reopening on November 27, 2007
The office will be closed for Christmas and New Years —December 24 through January 1, 2008
Reopening on January 2, 2008

TOO FAR is a grassroots organization dedicated to the best management and conservation of
natural resources for present and future generations through public education and interaction with
all entities charged with these responsibilities.




Get ready to Pig Out!
Our Best Ever Pig Roast!

TOO FAR’s 16th Annual Pig Roast
December 1 from 11lam—4pm
At the Church of Christ Pavilion on
Marvin St. & Church St.

Just off Hwy. 48
Floral City

Enjoy the Floral City Heritage Days
and support TOO FAR

Menu

BBQ Pork or Chicken
Applesauce, Corn Bread, Hoppin’ John over
Rice And Dessert

Only $7.00
Carry-out available
Beverages available

Everyone Welcome
Come and Get It!

Thanks to Jeff Umphress and NEAT-N-TIDY for keeping our office grounds neat-n-tidy.
Thanks again, Jeff.

How can we do a better job? Please share your thought with us. Call the office at 352-726-5004
or email us at toofarinc@earthlink.net to share items of concern or news. Let us know what you
think. Thank you.



CONTACT INFORMATION
TOO FAR BOARD

Officers:
Pres: Al Grubman
07-08
VP:  Larry Hartman
6-07
Sec: Pat Brady
07-08
Treas: Greg Schmukal
06-07
Directors 06-07

Bob Adamic

Jerry Schneider

Sophie Diaz-Fonseca
Directors 07-08

Duane Brooks

Frank Heath

Marco Wilson
Alternate Directors:

Bud Rust

Karen Allen

TOO FAR Office
Phone: 726-5004

Email: toofarinc@earthlink.net
Website: toofarinc.com

OFFICE HOURS
TUESDAY—THURSDAY 10am-3pm

Please call 352-726-5004 and let us know if
there are other contacts you'd like printed.
These names and numbers are printed quar-
terly.

Commercial & Residen-
tial

NEAT-N-TIDY

Lawn Service & Landscaping
Don’'t Accept Less
344-5134
Professional Lawn Service

Jeff Umphress Licensed & Insured

CONTACT INFORMATION
ELECTED OFFICIALS

Sumter County Commissioners:

Dist. 1 Dick Hoffman (Vice Chair)
Dist. 2 Doug Gilpin

Dist. 3 Mike Francis (Chair)

Dist. 4 Gary Breeden

Dist. 5 Randy Mask

Office Phone: 352-793-0200

Citrus County Commissioners

Dist. 1 Dennis Damato (Chair)

Dist. 2 Gary Bartell

Dist. 3 Vicki Phillips (2nd Vice Chair)
Dist. 4 John Thrumston

Dist. 5 Joyce Valentino (1st Vice Chair)

Office Phone: 352-341-6560

850-487-7146
FL_governor@
myfloridahouse.com

Governor Charlie Crist
Office of the Governor
The Capital
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Senator Charlie Dean Tall: 850-487-5017
415 Tompkins Street Local: 352-860-5175
Inverness, FL 34450

Local: 727-848-5885
850-487-5062

Senator Mike Fasano
8217 Massachusetts Ave Tall:
New Port Richie, FL 34653

US Rep Ginny Brown Waite Local: 352-709-8354
20 N Main St Room 200 DC: 202-225-1002
Brooksville, FL 34601

Local: 352-860-5160
Tall: 850-488-0805

Rep Ron Schultz

Suite 8

8546 W Homosassa Trail
Homosassa, FL 34487

Regarding weeds, harvesters, etc...

Citrus County Department of Public Works
Aquatic Services Division

Mark Edwards, Director

PO Box 440

Lecanto, FL 34460

Phone: 352-527-7620

Regarding lake levels or structures
SWFWMD

Mike Bartlett
Phone: 1-800-423-1476 ext. 4515

www.house.gov/brown-waite



THE CATCHING REPORT
by Jerry Schneider

g
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Hello Fellow Fishermen, as always | hope these words find you healthy and happy.

On the Salt:

As the season progresses stable weather conditions have resulted in very little change in the loca-
tion and the appetite of the fish in our area. Good catches of reds and trout are still being taken from
the spoil banks along with some nice flounder. Other places to look are the flats around the mouth of
the Chaz, Homosassa, and Crystal River. The unusually high number of trout in the 12" to 14” range,
coupled with their usual growth rate, should translate into an excellent upcoming season with plenty

of fish to be had.

The snook bite is still very good which should make the “Gulf Coast Slam” (snook, trout, and red
fish) in one trip fairly easy to accomplish. Gag grouper are still being taken from structure in 20 — 30’
of water. A few cobia and spanish mackerel are being boated as by catches.

Getting Fresh:

Our intrepid leader Al Grubman is back on the water after a financially painful trip to the boat doctor.
“Didn’t catch much but it sure was nice to have a boat under me again” says Al. Greg and June
Schmukal are still fishing Rousseau and doing quite well. No wall hangers but enough action to keep
it interesting. June is anxiously awaiting the arrival of her new top of the line “Triton” bass boat. A

new boat always improves your fishing.

The count has opened the boat ramps on Hwy 44 East and Eden Drive. The water level is still very
low which is making launching and reloading hazardous. Mike Steele, owner of Molly McGee’s
deli/bait shop, informed me that some of his customers have been landing bass to five pounds and

some very nice crappy.

That's all there is for now. | wish you blue skies and tight lines, Jerry’s gone fishin’.

Fish Camp Philosophy:

“Fishing is the chance to wash one’s soul with pure air, with the rush of a

brook or the shimmer of the sun on blue water.” Herbert Hoover

TOO FAR SUPER RAFFLE
$25 per ticket
ONE DAY CHARTER
Inshore or Offshore Fishing Trip for Four
ANYWHERE IN FLORIDA

Only 100 tickets will be sold
DRAWING: April 2008 TOO FAR Meeting
Earlier if tickets sold out
Winner need not be present

Trip Donated by
Texas Aquatic Harvesting, Inc.
Lake Wales, FL
Trip must be used by July 1, 2008
Get your tickets at the TOO FAR Office or at our
General Meetings

Ads
Check out our ads’ pages and see many old
friends as well as some new ones. Please
mention you saw them in TOO FAR’s news-
letter when you visit their businesses.
Thanks to Jan Grubman for our 2007-2008
Ads Campaign. Kudos to Jan.

Calling All Snowbirds!
Where are you?
Let us know by phone, email or snail mail.
Anyway you do it, just do it.
Don’t miss one exciting newsletter.




Update
Flying Eagle Culverts

Photos taken by
SWFWMD

Installation of water level
monitoring device with te-
lemetry for remote reading

This is the only sensor be-
tween Holder and Rte 48

Other views of the culverts

In Loving Memory

TOO FAR member Marian Springer passed away on Wednesday,
October 31, 2007. She was Pat Springer Brady’s mother, TOO FAR Sec-
retary, and grandmother of Alternate Board member, Karen Allen.

The service will be November 17 at 11 am at the Heintz Funeral Home.
Burial is at Hills of Rest in Floral City.

Please join TOO FAR in offering prayers for Pat, Karen and the family.
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16 Annual Pig Roast
Details Inside!
December 1st

NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - NOVEMBER 15, 2007
at 7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center
Speaker: Mr. Jack Sullivan
Executive Director
Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

Lake Levels as of October 29, 2007
Structure: Current The Wysong Main Gate is fully open.
Floral City 38.86 Low Flow Gate is fully open.
Inverness 35.38 95 cfs total flow.
Hernando 35.10 Floral City, Inverness and Hernando
Panasoffkee 39.13 Pools— structures are closed.
Wysong Upstream 38.84 Leslie Heifner gate closed.
Wysong Downstream 35.17
Leslie Heifner Outside  39.35 Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD, at
Leslie Heifner Inside 39.36 800-423-1476 ext. 4515 for more infor-
Levels are in ft. above sea level. mation on the lake levels/structures.

Remember to recycle and deposit your cans and newsp  apers in our recycle bins. Newspapers in bin and
cans in plastic bags on the porch. TOO FAR isloca ted at 26 N Florida Avenue, Inverness. Thank you!



