N .t \ :

Protecting & Conserving Our Water September 2007 Volume 190  p..: Q@JU/

PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

The following was written in support of Save Our Wa  ters Week for publication in the press.

Save Our Waters Week
Guest Commentary

Water should be treated as a treasured resource

We of TOO FAR (Taxpayers Outraged Organization For Accountable Representation), salute Citrus
20/20 and its Save Our Waters Committee on this the 12" Annual Save Our Waters Week.

We are proud to support the Week’s purpose of promoting public awareness, education and consen-
sus to save Citrus County’s treasured waters. We do, however, reserve the right to push its govern-
ment partners for action in support of our water needs.

For all of us in Citrus County and beyond, we must not continue to foul our water, air and land. Ac-
cordingly, it is critically important to limit growth to a sustainable level. We must not grow faster than
we can return clean water to the aquifer to sustain our population and prevent saltwater incursion.
Conserving water, using treated water and emplacing sewer systems will allow us to support some
growth. Enlarging the capacity of our lakes by removing muck, raising the water level and avoiding
draw-downs for hurricanes will make them a better reservoir for charging the aquifer and for bridging
periodic droughts.

Additional wells must not be drilled in the Green Swamp area, which are the headwaters for our wa-
ter supply system. More wells would only rob us of our water at the very beginning of the system.
Our government entities must work with us to improve our water systems. Please do not use our
taxes to have self-serving meetings and studies that go nowhere or never get done, forgetting why
we needed your help and expertise in the first place. We do not want to be your adversary, but will
be if inaction makes it necessary. We want to be partners and help in the process of improving and
preserving our treasured waters.

In our region, the Withlacoochee River flows north from the Green Swamp, is finally joined by the
Rainbow River, makes Lake Rousseau and flows into the Gulf. The Withlacoochee provides approxi-
mately 20 percent of the water for the Tsala Apopka Lakes. The remainder is from rain that varies
with rain distribution and storms.

Water in the aquifer (underground sources) flows west to the Gulf providing sustenance for the popu-
lation and pressure to keep salt water from permeating east to ruin our wells. This natural system is
miraculously effective and provides low cost potable water over a broad area.

The water is purified by soaking through the ground on its way to the aquifer. Laws and/or better
management practices in landscaping must reduce excess chemicals like nitrogen that comes pri-
marily from fertilizers.

The other main source of nitrogen is sewage. If you have a septic tank, watch for signs of failure,
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have it inspected every two to three years and pumped as needed. Advanced performance septic
systems, and better yet, sewers are the direction we must pursue in earnest.

Water conservation can make a major difference in stretching our supplies of water and keeping cost
increases down. Much can be done with just a little effort.

Do not leave water on just to run down the drain. Turn it off while brushing your teeth, shaving or
soaping up in the shower. Use Florida-friendly landscaping that can be beautiful and happy with little
or no watering. However, if you must water, stick to once a week on the day your address is sched-
uled. Don’t water when it is raining or it has rained recently. And, install automatic rain sensors for
your water irrigation system.

Remember the Golden Rule of Water. “We each live downstream of others. Use water the way you
would want those others to use it.”

---Al Grubman is President of TOO FAR and a retired Pr  ofessional Engineer

Way to Go SWFWMD! The culverts at Flying Eagle are in!

Yes, they're in as you can see in the photos below taken by Al. According to Al, the culverts are
going through the dikes as designed and have a gate that can be lowered. They were being back-
filled on August 30th. Also, a water monitoring station will be installed that will be the only one be-
tween Holder and Route 48. So, thanks to SWFWMD and let the rains come!

Lake Side |

In Memory of Nancy Stuckman
Many thanks to Herb & Alice O’Neal, Al & Jan Grubman and Don & Pat Brady for their generous
contributions to TOO FAR in memory of Nancy Stuckman.

Special Kudos

Kudos to Karen Allen for her limitless supply of energy and ideas for our website. She is an in-
valuable asset not only as an alternate member of the TOO FAR Board of Directors, but as our
volunteer web mistress.

Karen, thanks again for all you do!




By Pat Brady

Thanks to Jerri Regan for the goodies and for manning the coffee room.

Al Grubman called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge. Wynn Webb gave the Invoca-
tion. Minutes of previous meetings as well as Board Meeting minutes are available in the TOO FAR of-
fice. The Treasurer’s report was accepted as read subject to an audit.

Speaker: Bernadine Flood, co-chairperson of Save our Waters Week. She presented an overview of
planned activities and asked that folks check out the SOWW display that she set up. Bernadine en-
couraged members to attend the various activities that have been organized by Citrus 20/20 and their
partners, Progress Energy, SWFWMD, and others. She encouraged members to participate in as
many events as they can and thanked TOO FAR for their support.

Winston Perry who is spearheading Florida Hometown Democracy (FHD) spoke to the membership
about the urgency for them to sign a petition his group is sponsoring. His group wants to add an
amendment to the State Constitution requiring that before a new comprehensive plan or amendments
to the plan are made, the proposed plan or amendment will be voted on by the people by referendum.
FHD wants the people who will be affected by the changes to have the say about what changes are
made.

Winston read the amendment. The TOO FAR Board of Directors voted to support this at the last board
meeting. Folks should read and sign the form and make sure it reaches the State within 30 days of
their signing it. (See Page 4 of this Newsletter for a copy of the petition)

Builders violently oppose this amendment as they feel it will slow growth. There are groups working
against this proposal who are passing out a green petition that people think favors this amendment,
when they are voting against it. Watch out for this.

Another speaker tonight was Mike Hulett from Texas Aquatics. Texas Aquatics has made muck avail-
able for TOO FAR members and anyone wishing to contribute to TOO FAR when they pick up the muck
is welcomed to do that. Allen Beville is the one to call if you would like some muck. Allen will help you
load up a truck or help you fill up your bucket. Texas Aquatics is one business north of the pink ele-
phant on 41 North. Allen’s phone number is 863-528-4004. (See Page 5 of this Newsletter)

Break

President’s Report — Fish & Wildlife & Citrus County have cleaned up about 6500 cubic yards of muck
at the Duval Boat ramp in Floral City. Sand is now showing. They found a close place to dump the
muck. Commissioner Thrumston pushed on this.

Flying Eagle has illegal long dike preventing water from sheet flowing into the lakes until river tops the
dikes. We have complained for years about this but this year SWFWMD is going to do a pilot project to
put in 10 culverts to allow the river into the lakes when there is water and have control flow gates. (See
Page 2 for an update and pictures)

Bullfrog Drawing: $18 won by June Schmukal.

There was an article in paper on a resonator being tested. Hoping it will work. Nothing has been scien-
tifically concluded yet. Dr. Canfield is getting involved and does believe it has possibilities that are not
yet facts.

Motion to adjourn, 2" passed.

It's almost here! And we need you there! Come join us at the planning meeting. Planning for
what? Why it's our......

Planning Meeting: September 27 at 6 pm
16th Annual 5\.‘ Roast before our General Meeting at the East

) . :
Q /‘ : / Citrus Community Center. See you!




CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT PETITION FORM

104.185 — A person who knowingly signs a petition or petitions for a candidate, minor political party, or an issue
more than one time commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

| am a registered voter of Florida and hereby petition the Secretary of State to place the following amendment to
the Florida Constitution on the ballot in the next general election.

| AM REGISTERED TO VOTE IN COUNTY.

NAME STREET ADDRESS

Please PRINT Name as it appears on Voter |.D. Card PRINT Current Physical Address (NO PO BOXES)
CITY , FL ZIP , USA COUNTY

(County of residence)

IS THIS A CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION IN SAME COUNTY? Yes___ No___

VOTER REGISTRATION NUMBER -0r- DATE OF BIRTH / /
Month Day Year

X DATE

SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON VOTER |.D. CARD DATE SIG NED

BALLOT TITLE : REFERENDA REQUIRED FOR ADOPTION AND AMENDMENT OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLANS.

BALLOT SUMMARY : Establishes that before a local government may adopt a new comprehensive land use
plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, the proposed plan or amendment shall be subject to vote of
the electors of the local government by referendum, following preparation by the local planning agency,
consideration by the governing body and notice. Provides definitions.

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF FLORIDA THAT:

Article II, Section 7 . Natural resources and scenic beauty of the Florida Constitution is amended to add the
following subsection:

Public participation in local government comprehensive land use planning benefits the conservation and protection of
Florida’s natural resources and scenic beauty, and the long-term quality of life of Floridians. Therefore, before a local
government may adopt a new comprehensive land use plan, or amend a comprehensive land use plan, such proposed
plan or plan amendment shall be subject to vote of the electors of the local government by referendum, following
preparation by the local planning agency, consideration by the governing body as provided by general law, and notice
thereof in a local newspaper of general circulation. Notice and referendum will be as provided by general law. This
amendment shall become effective immediately upon approval by the electors of Florida.

For purposes of this subsection:

1. “Local government” means a county or municipality.

2. “Local government comprehensive land use plan” means a plan to guide and control future land development in an
area under the jurisdiction of a local government.

3. “Local planning agency” means the agency of a local government that is responsible for the preparation of a
comprehensive land use plan and plan amendments after public notice and hearings and for making
recommendations to the governing body of the local government regarding the adoption or amendment of a
comprehensive land use plan.

4. “Governing body” means the board of county commissioners of a county, the commission or council of a
municipality, or the chief elected governing body of a county or municipality, however designated.

Serial Number 05-18 Date Approved June 21, 2005
Return to:

Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.,

P.O. Box 636

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32170-0636
www.FloridaHometownDemocracy.com

phone: (866) 779-5513 email: info@floridahom etowndemocracy.com pd.pol.adv., Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.
PLEASE DONATE! Contributions should be made payable to “Florida Hometown Democracy, Inc.”



Free Organic Sediment/Muck
The following is a letter sent to Al Grubman by Texas Aquatic Harvesting, Inc. offering muck along
with what you need to do to getit. Please call the numbers below listed for Allen to set up a pick up
date and time. You'll be asked to sign a release of liability that is reproduced below.

TEXAS AQUATIC HARVESTING, INC.

P.O. Box 4034.
Lake Wales, FL 33859 Office: (863) 696-7200
Fax: (863)696-2922

22 August 2007

To: Mr. Al Grubman, P.E.

Ref: Free Organic Sediments

Mr. Grubman,

Finally, Citrus County has agreed to allow Texasi&ter Harvesting, Inc. (TAR) to give

away organic sediments (muck) that we have reméead the lake bottoms. TAR hataced several
loads of muck in our yard at 1155 N. Florida Avenueerness, Florida 34453 - one business northeof
"PINK ELEPHANT" on Highway 41 & 200.

muck. When possible, and arrangements are madb/anee, Alan will load the material with our tracto
person taking any muck assumes all responsibititywill have to sign a form letter of release abillity to

dictional wetlands or sold for profit.
Please call Mike Hulon (863-528-7721) if you hang guestions.

Sincerely,

Mike W. Hulon,
TAR, Statewide Project Coordinator

Please call Alan Beville at 863-528-4004 or 352-88468 to make arrangements to pick up any amount o
No Federal, State and/or Local Agency has perforamdknown chemical sampling of this material schea

TAR. Based on the Florida Department of EnvironrabRtotection Rules no muck may be placed in ang-j

-

j

RELEASE OF LIABILITY

To: Texas Agquatic Harvesting, Inc.
Ref: Release of Liability

ing, Inc. (T AH). | understand that no chemicaliteg has been performed on this material and I@dtéAS
IS" holding TAH harmless if any problems shouldsari

| also agree not to place any of this organic niater any jurisdictional wetland and not to sellyamaterial
for a profit as set forth by the Florida DepartmehEnvironmental Protection.

Signature

Printed Name

Date

I, (your name) accept this organic materiale foé charge, from Texas Aquatic Harvest

Please continue to support the Meals for Pets Program by bringing pet food to our General Meetings

held at the East Citrus Community Center. Food may be dropped off in the back of the kitchen. All the

hungry pets and their humans love you for it. It just goes to show what big hearts TOO FAR members
have. Thanks again.



TOO FAR 2007—2008 Ad Campaign

Want to be in good company? Then why not put your ad here?

Our new ad year starts in November 2007 and runs through October 2008. Jan
Grubman is our Ads Chairperson and she’ll be contacting current advertisers as well
as new ones. Rates are modest — only $85 for a business card size ad. Call the

office at 352-726-5004 for prices and information about our ads.

Don’t be left behind! Join the crowd!
Advertise in the TOO FAR Newsletter.

And remember: When you shop or buy
services from our advertisers please re-
member to mention that you found them
in the TOO FAR Newsletter.

Commercial & Residential

NEAT-N-TIDY

Lawn Service & Landscaping
Don’'t Accept Less

344-5134
Professional Lawn Service

Jeff Umphress Licensed & Insured

Kudos to Jeff Umphress and NEAT-N-TIDY for
keeping our office grounds neat-n-tidy.

TOO FAR Mission Statement
TOO FAR is a grassroots organization dedicated
to the best management and conservation of
natural resources for present and future genera-
tions through public education and interaction
with all entities charged with these responsibili-
ties.
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Free Item with Ad American Owned
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Les Hargis—Owner

Daphne Rooks—Assistant Manager

0
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THE CATCHING REPORT |
by Jerry Schneider i @3
N~

Hello Fellow Fishermen,as always | hope these words find you healthyphaand comfortable in some nice Jir
conditioned place.

On the Salt:

By the time you read this the scallop season prighaitl be over. Easily harvested from grass bed8-5’ of wa-
ter these succulent shellfish can make for a dagaily outing.

Small trout are being taken from many of the shallocky points. Rising water temps will soon drihem to join
the big trout in the 12-15’ range. Jigs, deep craaks, and live shrimp should put them in yourtboa

Live shrimp is also favored by the mangrove snappeese tasty fish have been located on rock teleseet
deep.

If grouper is your target fish head to the rocksoirty feet of water out of Homosassa. Plenty akrkeepers are
being taken in this area.

The rising water temp is putting the red fish ieantic mood. Schools are forming up between @hwiver
and Homosassa and moving onto the rocky pointpaws. They are hungry too. Live shrimp and cut bagm to
work best. To the north, around the spoil bankstaedarge canal, larger reds are schooling. Tlaeger fish
seem to prefer jigs and crank baits.

The lack of major storm systems has made this d gear for fishing the Gulf so far.

Getting Fresh:

When the afternoon temps hit the mid to upper B@sheat sure takes a lot of the fun out of batsrfg. It takes &
toll on you physically and makes the fish very &tiic. This leads to a style of fishing that Al Gnuian and |
really enjoy, early morning top water angling. Aldoing very well using a POP-R. If that doesn’tkvior you try
a ZARA SPOOK or a HEDDEN TORPEDO. Nothing makesnyjoeart race like a big top water strike.
Greg and June Schmukal are still fishing Roussedwdaing quite well.

As we go into September the afternoon rains hav&elped our lakes very much and the big storme leen
virtually non existent. A few tropical storms woudé a big help.

That'’s all there is for now. | wish you blue skeewd tight lines, Jerry’s gone fishin'.

1S4

Fish Camp Philosophy:*The science of fishing can be had from books:attes learned by the catching and los-
ing of fish.” W.H. Blake

Lake Levels as of September 4, 2007
Structure: Current The Wysong Main Gate is fully open.
Floral City 35.94 Low Flow Gate is fully open.
Inverness 34.86 67 cfs total flow.
Hernando 34.42 Floral City, Inverness and Hernando
Panasoffkee 37.49 Pools— structures are closed.
Wysong Up Stream 34.88 Leslie Heifner gate open.
Wysong Down Stream 34.87
Leslie Heifner Outside  37.95 Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD, at
Leslie Heifner Inside 38.01 800-423-1476 ext. 4515 for more infor-
Levels are in ft. above sea level. mation on the lake levels/structures.

Remember to recycle and deposit your cans and newsp  apers in our recycle bins. Newspapers in bin and
cans in plastic bags on the porch. TOO FAR isloca ted at 26 N Florida Avenue, Inverness. Thank you!
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - SEPTEMBER 27, 200 7
Speaker: Captain Joe Eckstein
Director, Emergency Operations Center
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center

Important Meeting Notice! Be there!

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority Board
September 19 at 4:30 pm
Hernando County Commission Chambers
20 North Main Street, Brooksville

Scheduled hot topic to be discussed is water divers ion to the
Villages from the Withlacoochee River. Any diversi on of water
will impact our lakes. Please attend to show we ca re and have
your questions answered.




