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TOOFAR  Inc 
PO Box 2709 

Inverness FL 34451 
Phone  352-726-5004 

Email address: 
toofarinc@earthlink.net 

Office Hours 
Tues, Weds, Thurs 10-3 

 
Meeting Notices 

 
 

TOOFAR General Meeting 
Thursday  May 24 at 7pm 

East Citrus Community Center 
Speaker: Joyce Valentino 

Citrus County Commissioner  
 

TOOFAR Board Meeting 
Thursday  June 7 at 6pm 

TOOFAR office 
 

Citrus/Hernando Waterways 
Restoration Council 

May 8 at 2pm 
Brooksville 

 

Withlacoochee Basin Board 
June 14, 2007 

at 9 am 
Brooksville  

 

SWFWMD Governing Board 
May 29 
at 9 am  

Brooksville  
 

Citrus County Commissioners 
County Courthouse 

May 8 & 22  
at 1pm 

 

Sumter County Commissioners 
May 8, 22 & 29 

at the Courthouse, Bushnell 
May 15 at Laurel Manor 

in the Villages  
All meetings at 5 pm 

 

Protecting & Conserving Our Water 

Our website: www.toofarinc.com    

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
�

Pray for rain! Lots of rain!  When that works, it will be better than any 
of the plans or schemes that we devise or hear. 
 
As you know we have been pushing for proposals that we believe will 
make things better after the drought. 
 
Our first priority, getting water through the Flying Eagle dike, will be a 
start and provide background for a full comprehensive solution to the 
dike problem. We usually doubt that SWFWMD will help. They may yet 
disappoint but so far in less than 6 weeks, they have started planning, 
design, measurement, and permit investigation. It would be nice to work 
together for accomplishments rather than waiting years and fighting for 
every inch. I will be the boy digging in the manure expecting to find a 
pony – for a while. 
 
The second priority, removing trees and brush at Flying Eagle, has 
stalled — even though we have found volunteers with appropriate 
equipment to do it for free. They love this area and will work to restore 
it. Maybe the Citrus Task Force will help. Maybe others will recognize 
the need. We will keep preaching. 
 
The next priority is muck removal. Everyone seems to want their muck 
removed with someone else paying for it. TOO FAR has pushed our 
government agencies for years to decide and prepare muck removal 
plans for the next drought. Well, it is here, the muck is exposed and 
nothing was prepared. More sand bottom and more room for water 
would be nice but it is probably too late. 
 
A few more SWFWMD improvements are: 
1. An announced determination to hold every possible drop of water in 
the lakes (short of allowing flooding). 
2. No preplanned or standard drawdown. 
3. Much smaller drawdown (estimated 6 inches maximum and nothing if 
level starts out low) to respond to hurricanes. 
 
I guess I am looking for the pony again. 
 
RAIN!  RAIN!  RAIN! 
Al 
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By Pat Brady 

 
Thanks to all of the TOOFAR volunteers who assisted Norman Provencal in preparing and serving a 
Beans ‘N Franks dinner at 6pm.  Also, thanks to Betty and Avis for supplying goodies and staffing 
the coffee room.   
Al Grubman called the meeting to order and led the group in the Pledge followed by the Invocation.  
Minutes of previous meetings, including Board Meetings, are available in the TOOFAR office.  The 
Treasurer’s report was accepted as read, subject to audit. 
 
On behalf of TOOFAR, Al presented a Certificate of Special Recognition to Wayne Sawyer in appre-
ciation for his many years as a TOOFAR Board Member. 
 
Dave Moore, executive director, Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), the 
scheduled speaker, was unable to attend due to a last-minute scheduling conflict.  In his place 
SWFWMD representatives were professional engineers Mark Hammond, Director Resource Man-
agement Department; Henry Robert “Bobby” Lue, Director Brooksville Regulation Department and 
Jimmy Brooks, Community Affairs Coordinator. 
 
Mark Hammond presented an overview of current and future projects, including the priority of initiat-
ing at least exploratory work on the Flying Eagle dikes and placing approximately 10 culverts in the 
dikes to facilitate getting water into the lakes when the river rises. Al has met with SWFWMD during 
the past 6 weeks, and they’ve acknowledged TOOFAR’s priority of installing dikes.  Mark said that 
SWFWMD has now made this a high priority and are taking the lead in this project.  Mike’s presenta-
tion was followed by a lengthy question and answer session in which TOOFAR members asked 
about muck removal, illegal dikes, wood/brush clearing, and culverts.   
Bobby Lue’s presentation focused on the most recent Villages 6-year water permit which covers 
their planned build-out (completion planned for 2011-2012).  Mr. Lue said that the permitting process 
had been in process for the past three years and analysis shows that it won’t affect this side of the 
SWFWMD/St. Johns River District line although it possibly will affect the St. John’s River District.  
He said that the permit incorporates monitoring as well as mitigation and includes development of 
new alternate water supplies as well as use of current stored water supplies.  His presentation was 
followed by many questions.   
Joyce Valentino installed Sophie Diaz-Fonseca as a Director. 
Flowers were presented to Sally and Frank Heath in honor and celebration of their 50th Wedding An-
niversary (April 24th). 
 
Wayne Sawyer won the $43 Bullfrog drawing. 
Larry Hartman won the Chocolate Basket Raffle (donated by Sally and Frank Heath). 
 
Al reminded the group of two upcoming events: 
Panasoffkee Celebration, Saturday, May 5th, 9am – 3pm at the Outlet (Marsh Bend) Park.  TOOFAR 
will have a booth. 
First Annual Stakeholders Conference (Citrus/Hernando Waterways Restoration Council – Citrus 
County Task Force), Saturday, May 19th, 9am to early afternoon, Citrus Springs Community Center 
1570 W. Citrus Springs Blvd., Citrus Springs.  Up-to-date information at 
http://www/mqcenvironmental.com/WaterwaysConference.htm 
 
First reading of By-Law revisions was made without objection.  Second reading is planned for next 
members meeting. 
Meeting adjourned. 



 

TOOFAR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

A grassroots organization dedicated to the 
best management and conservation of natu-
ral resources for present and future genera-
tions through public education and interac-
tion with all entities charged with these re-
sponsibilities 

Picnic 
 

The First Annual Member  
Appreciation Picnic was held in Her-
nando Park and was enjoyed by all. 
Thanks to the volunteers who made 
it all happen— the Provencals and 
the Schmukals particularly!  See you 
at the Picnic next year.   

 
Picnic Trivia 

 
Is Jan really a Cubs fan? 
Did Betty get a new motorcycle? 
What’s Greg smiling about?  
Is our Catching Report writer describ-
ing the one that got away? 

 
Update 

Nancy Stuckman was admitted to the Osprey Point Nursing Center at 1104 North Main Street, 
Bushnell, FL 33513.  Please join TOOFAR in sending prayers, cards and good wishes to Nancy 
and Howard.    


