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TOOFAR  Inc 
PO Box 2709 

Inverness FL 34451 
Phone  352-726-5004 

Email address: 
toofarinc@earthlink.net 

 
Office Hours 

Tues, Weds, Thurs   10-3 
 

Meeting Notices  
 

TOOFAR General Meeting 
Thursday  February 22 at 7pm 
East Citrus Community Center 

Hwy 44, East of Inverness 
Speaker: Mr. John Parker 
Water Regulation Manager 

SWFWMD 
 

TOOFAR Board Meeting 
Thursday  March 1 at 6pm 

TOOFAR office 
 

Citrus County Task Force 
February 12 at 3pm 

Lecanto Gov’t. Bldg. 
March 12 at 3pm 
Inglis Town Hall 

 

Withlacoochee Basin Board 
February 15 at 9am  

 

SWFWMD Governing Board 
February 27 & March 27 

at 9 am  
Brooksville  

 

Citrus County Commissioners 
County Courthouse 

February 13 & 27  
March 12 & 27  

at 1pm 
 

Sumter County Commissioners 
February 13, 27 & March 13  
at the Courthouse, Bushnell 
February 20 at Laurel Manor 

in the Villages 
All meetings at 5 pm 

Protecting & Conserving Our Water 

Our website: www.toofarinc.com    

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
There is bad news and there is good news. 

 
Our lakes continue to recede. Our lakes are not fully fulfilling their his-
toric function of recharging the aquifer. The level of water in the aqui-
fer has dropped below normal. Swiftmud is streamlining and delegat-
ing the issuance of well construction permits. In spite of issuing over 
20,000 new permits in 2006 added onto all the prior wells, no one 
over pumped. Actually there were major instances of over pumping 
but Swiftmud issued no fines in 2006. The penalty seems to be issu-
ing a permit for a higher limit.  
We all knew that we have periodic droughts but preparations were not 
made to streamline systems to allow water into the lakes. Prepara-
tions were not made to remove muck from exposed lake bottoms. 
This was in spite of, TOOFAR especially, pushing early for govern-
ment to get ready.  
On the good side more people see the problems and care. Although 
some water boards continue to have clouded vision, some are better 
managed with better citizen and government representatives. Legisla-
tion is being written to protect springheads. Some work has been 
done at Flying Eagle to determine ways to increase flow into the Tsala 
Apopka Lakes when the river finally comes up. 
With the major accomplishments of TOOFAR in the past, I cannot say 
that now our work is more important than ever. But our work remains 
urgent and more people depend on TOOFAR to protect the water and 
other resources. We must protect those resources even for people 
who do not even know that they are in danger. 
Al 

Save some trees.   Request your newsletter via emai l.  Call the office at 353-726-5004 to be an “e use r”  
Got cans? We recycle.  Just put them in a plastic b ag and drop them off on the office porch.   Thank y ou.    ����

 
Note 

TOOFAR Board meetings are the first Tuesday of the month at 6pm and are 
held at the TOOFAR office.  The office is located a t 26 N Florida Avenue, In-
verness.  Meetings are open to all who wish to atte nd.   
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By Pat Brady 

 
Thanks to Karen Musselman for manning the coffee room and providing the treats.   
  
Al Grubman called the meeting to order and Larry Hartman led us in the Pledge and Invocation.  
Minutes of previous meetings as well as Board Meeting Minutes are available in the TOOFAR Of-
fice. The Treasurer's Report was accepted as read subject to audit.    
 
Al introduced our speaker, Mike Moberly, Chairman of the Citrus County Task Force.  Mike is a Flor-
ida native and spent time in Citrus County as a child.   He has lived and operated a business in Cit-
rus County for over 20 years.  Mike stated that navigation and fish habitant are areas of responsibil-
ity for this Task Force.  He feels we don’t need to study issues to death if the solutions are obvious.    
 
When asked what the task force’s long range goal was, Mike stated that it was to bring the different 
government agencies with their different agendas together and have them incorporate the public’s 
agenda into their own.    Mike encouraged folks to have patience.   Despite the pressure his group 
will exert, progress is often slow.   
 
Al thanked Mike and said he saw Mike’s group as a window into the government bureaucracy.   
Larry presented an overview of the Tsala Apopka Lakes and the history of SWFWMD.  A short 
break followed Larry’s comments.  
 
Bullfrog Drawing $76.   Raffle drawings followed by auction. 
 
Al announced that TOOFAR was sponsoring and manning an educational booth at the Festival of 
Water at Fanning Springs on February 24th.   He asked for volunteers to assist in this effort and 
asked all those interested to attend a meeting on January 31st at 10:30 am at the TOOFAR office. 
 
Dave Starnes presented an update on the Lake Panasoffkee Restoration Project.   The project is 
about 50% complete and the fish are coming back.   The project was scheduled to be completed in 
January, but it is behind schedule with an estimated completion scheduled for May.  Dave let the  
group know about the Lake Panasoffkee Celebration to be held May 5th.   More details will be pro-
vided.   
 
Motion to adjourn, 2nd and passed.  
 

Who Doesn’t Love a Picnic? 
 

TOOFAR is sponsoring a Member Appreciation Picnic on March 31, 2007 at Liberty Park, Inverness 
from 11 am until 3 pm.  TOOFAR will provide the hamburgers, hot dogs, buns and condiments.  
Members are asked to bring a salad/side dish to pass around. 
Please call TOOFAR at 352-726-5004 to let us know if you’ll be there.   If there isn’t enough interest 
we won’t hold the picnic.  So, if you’d like to get together and share some food and fun, call 352-726-
5004 and let us know.   Thank you.    

TOOFAR MISSION STATEMENT 
A grassroots organization dedicated to the best management and conservation of natural re-
sources for present and future generations through public education and interaction with all enti-
ties charged with these responsibilities 



Al Grubman is congratulated by Joyce Valentino, Citrus 
County Commissioner, after Joyce swore Al in as our new 
President.   
 
Joyce described the characteristics of good officers and en-
couraged TOOFAR members to step up to assist Al and the 
TOOFAR Board in fulfilling our important goals and  objec-
tives.   
 
A large round of applause welcomed Al to his new position.     

The TOOFAR Board and Membership extends a heartfelt thanks to Mark Wilson our outgoing 
President.   Mark led our organization for 4 years as President and before that as Vice Presi-
dent.  During his term TOOFAR has come through some challenging and controversial times.   
But, we’ve not lost Mark, he was elected as a Director of the TOOFAR Board.  He will continue 
to fight the good fight!    Thanks Mark.    
 
Another valued TOOFAR Board member, Wayne Sawyer, has left the Board.   Wayne’s exper-
tise and knowledge will be missed, but he’s assured us we can call on him anytime.  Wayne 
served on the Board since 1999 and will be missed.    Thanks Wayne.    

TOOFAR Officers with Commissioner Valentino  
Greg Schmukal, Treasurer 
Joyce Valentino, Citrus County  
   Commissioner   
Al Grubman, President  
Larry Hartman, Vice President 
Missing from the photo is our Secretary, Pat 
Brady  
 

Installation of Al Grubman as TOOFAR President 

Water: We’re All In It Together 
 

A festival celebrating and focusing on the eternal partnership between land, people and water 
is planned for Saturday, February 24, 2007 at Fanning Springs State Park in Fanning Springs, 
Florida.   This celebration of water has been spearheaded by the Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs.   
 
Scheduled events include a plant sale, yard and garden vendors, flower arranging, gardening 
and landscape workshops, environmental education displays, tips for green living, good food, 
special music and a day filled with fun.  TOOFAR is sponsoring a booth on February 24th.  
 
So, head north and enjoy the beautiful land, people and water we all treasure so dearly.  And, 
don’t forget to visit our booth!       

 



Special Thanks 
 

TOOFAR extends a special thank you to and a re-
sounding round of applause for Charlie Strange for 
donating the pig for our Annual Pig Roast . 

To all those who came and supported our Pork Sandwich Dinner, THANK YOU!  Over 72 din-
ners were served and enjoyed by all.   We thank our members who provided chips, ice, des-
serts, drinks and paper products, etc.   
Our sincere appreciation and thanks to all the volunteers who donated their time and talent to 
this dinner without whose efforts this would not have been a success.   
The Pig Roast Raffle winners are: First Place: Sandy Hood, Second Place: Don & Mary Ellen 
Austin, Third Place: Al Grubman, and Fourth Place: Gene Yoho 
Again, thanks to all.   June & Greg Schmukal 

And, after all was said and done, our net profit from the Pig Roast, Pork Dinner 
and raffle was $3,170.    Farewell to the pig until next year!  

What’s Up 
 

I know we just got done with the Pig Roast, but here’s what we’ve got coming up.   
 
March is cake auction month.  What kind of cake and/or pie will you bid on at our March 22nd 
meeting?  Is a whole cake too much and is there any interest in half cakes?  So, please call the 
TOOFAR office at 352-726-5004 and let us know.    
 
At our April 26th General Meeting we’ll serve a franks, beans and slaw dinner all for $5.00.  See 
you there!   



THE CATCHING REPORT 
by Jerry Schneider 

 
Hello Fellow Fishermen , I hope these words find you happy, healthy, and anxious to wet a line. 
 
 On the Salt:  
    The cold fronts that are marching through are concentrating the inshore fish. The skinny water on 
the flats cool quickly and the fish start looking for warmer areas. These post front fish can be found 
in the deeper creeks and potholes. Trout and reds are still being taken far up the Homosassa and 
Crystal Rivers. Some large trout were boated in the Salt River during the last cold snap. The power 
plant canals are still producing nice trout and the spoil banks can add bluefish to your trout and red 
catch. The trout that were around Fort Island park have moved into warmer water also. Your fishing 
success during this time of the year will depend on winds, water temp and tides, and your ability to 
use them properly. Good luck. 
 
 Getting Fresh:  
    The specks are hungry. That’s the comment I heard when I spoke to two fellows loading their boat 
at the Hwy 44 boat ramp on Lake Henderson. Their catch were all over a pound each and were all 
taken on red worms around Boy Scout island. 
    One of my East Cove neighbors landed some nice bass while minnow dunking for crappie. Bass 
will feed heavily before a cold front. Al Grubman took advantage of this and brought six nice bass 
and a big pickerel to the boat on Henderson. Greg and June Schmukal went to Orange lake up near 
Gainesville to prepare for an upcoming Fishers of Men tournament. While they were checking out 
the lake Greg landed a nice 5lb female bass, which he said was full of eggs. The spawn is near. 
There are three things bass need to spawn. First is water temp around sixty degrees. The second 
thing is a full moon, and the third is habitat. 
    As individuals there is not much we can do about the first and second requirements but there is 
something we can do about the third by doing everything we can to reduce our impact on our envi-
ronment. Be an active member of the TOOFAR organization and support it in its goals and objec-
tives. 
    Time to end this. I wish you tight lines and blue skies, Jerry’s gone fishin’. 
 
 Fish Camp Philosophy:  “Nothing grows faster than a fish from the time he bites until the time he 
gets away.” Anonymous 
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Buddy’s Produce 
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 More 

 Free Item with Ad       American Owned 
Les Hargis—Owner 

Daphne Rooks—Assistant Manager 
 

     2285 N. Florida Ave., Hernando 
352-302-6200 
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - FEBRUARY 22, 2007  
7 pm at the East Citrus Community Center   

Speaker:  Mr. John Parker  
Water Regulation Manager, SWFWMD  
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Lake Levels 
 

Structure:          Scheduled   Current 
Floral City  41.91       36.70      
Inverness     40.02        36.15 
Hernando     38.64       35.34 
Panasoffkee           37.29 
Wysong Up Stream          35.09 
Wysong Down Stream       35.10 
Leslie Hefner  Outside       37.84 
Leslie Hefner Inside         36.87  
 

Lake Levels as of January 29, 2007 

 

Levels are in ft. above sea level.   
 
The Wysong Main Gate is fully open.  
Low Flow Gate is fully open.   65 cfs 
total flow.  
 
Please call Mike Bartlett, SWFWMD, at 
800-423-1476 ext. 4515 for more infor-
mation on the lake levels.      

Remember to recycle and deposit your cans and newsp apers in our recycle bins.   
Newspapers in bin and cans in plastic bags on the p orch.   

TOOFAR is located at 26 N Florida Avenue, Inverness .    Thank you!  


