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TOOFAR, Inc 
PO Box 2709 

Inverness Fl. 34451 
Ph 726-5004 
Fax 726-1716 
Email address: 

toofarinc@earthlink.net 
Office hours are: 
Mon-Fri   10 –3 

 

Meeting Notices  
 

TOOFAR General Meeting 
Thurs. March  23rd 

East Citrus Community Center 
Hwy 44, East of Inverness 

Speaker  Phillip Rhinesmith, 
Senior Environmental Scientist 

SWFWMD 
 

TOOFAR Board Meeting 
Thurs April 6,   6pm 

TOOFAR office 
26 N Florida Ave 

Inverness 
 

Withlacoochee Basin Board 
April 13 9am 
Brooksville 

 
SWFWMD Governing Board 

March 28 & 29  9am 
Brooksville  

 
Citrus Coun ty Commiss ioners 

March 14 & 28 
 

Sumter Coun ty Commissioners 
March 14, 21 & 28 

 
Lake Panasoffkee 

Restoration celebration 
Sat. May 13 9:30—3:30 
Outlet River Park on 470 

Protecting & Conserving ou r water 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
 
Hello Friends, 
 
One thing fresh in our minds right now is the “demise” of the proposed 
RV park at Lake Spivey.  Our County Commissioners voted unanimously 
to deny a developers request to convert the old citrus farm into an  RV 
park for hundreds of RVs, a golf course and other things that just don’t fit 
into an environmentally sensitive area.  We would like to thank our com-
missioners for their wisdom in turning down this project in spite of the  
carrots dangled before them.   
 
We also want to thank our many members and our Board of Directors 
who attended so many meetings and hearings on this issue, and on com-
prehensive plan issues.  Without public support things might have ended 
up much differently. 
 
Members of your board also met behind the scenes at Point Lonesome 
with Florida Fish & Wildlife and DEP due to concerns about conditions 
there.  All agencies involved have agreed that more work needs to be 
done.  The big harvesters are being brought in to take care of the tus-
sock problem there. Work will go on. 
 
We will also be manning  booths at the upcoming Aqua Fair in Citrus 
County and at the Lake Pan Celebration in Sumter County.  Volunteer 
help can always be used at these events. 
 
Many of your board members also have jobs and cannot make all the 
meetings at SWFWMD, County Commissioner meetings and others. We 
appreciate the members who go to meetings and keep us informed. 
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The membership voted and agreed to raise dues to help cover costs of increased postage etc.. 
Dues will be raised to $20.00 per year per family beginning May 1st.   Yes, you may pay 

early. LIFE membership remains at $200.00   (FYI  we have over 100 LIFE members.) 



COFFEE ROOM HELP NEEDED 
FOR 2006 

Please sign up to take the coffee room for  
meetings  in 2006.  TOOFAR provides all the 
coffee, plates,  cups etc… You just supply the 

goodies and the labor. We need help for 
July, Augu st, Sept, Nov & Dec. 

For more information call the office  726-5004  
 

If you are concerned about doing it alone, call 
and let us partner you with someone else. 

 
HELP  HELP  HELP  HELP  HELP  HELP 
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Friends of the Floral City Library will be having 
their annual book sale Friday and Saturday, 

March 17th and 18th at the Floral City Commu-
nity Building, 8370 E Orange Ave.  Floral City 

Friday 5pm-9pm      Saturday 8am—4pm  
 

For  more information about the event, or to  
donate books,  call:   726 3671 
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Carmens ‘food for pets” program 

has been going great!!!  Thanks for 
the pet food!!!    Please continue to 
bring it to meetings so it can be sent 

out with the “meals on wheels’ 

HILITES OF THE Feb meeting 
By Pat Brady 

 
Call to order, pledge and invocation by Marco Wilson. 
 
Treasurers report by Greg Schmukal.  Profit from yard 
sale was about $1200.00.  Then we sold the trailer too. 
The donations we received for the sale, and the work in-
volved in pricing, storage, moving, set up and selling  
made the effort overwhelming.  At the end of the sale 
some one offered us $1000.00 for the trailer and remain-
ing items. Those present agreed that it was a good deal.  
(See yard sale report, page 3). 
 
Our speaker was Gary Maidhof, Director of Department 
of Development services.   He explained the “growth 
management act” adopted by the state of Florida requir-
ing property to be zoned.  Counties are required to ad-
dress growth and how the county would fund the services 
required by the growth. 
 
He discussed the Comprehensive plan, and how changes 
are made .  The plan must address  infrastructure, avia-
tion, future land use, capital improvements and many 
other issues. It is in a constant state of change. 
 
He explained that his department must rule on a project 
by policies and laws not by how they really feel about it. 
 
Dave Starnes commented that in Sumter County the 
comprehensive plan has been misused and growth has 
become uncontrollable. 
 
Lou ise Racine commented that in SUMTER County no 
public comment is allowed before the vote. 
 
Mike Arras commented that we need to look at where 
the water will come from for these large developments 
before letting them in. 
 
There was additional discussion of the RV Park being 
proposed for Lake Spivey. (editors note, this has since 
been voted down by our county commissioners) 
 
 
Clean Air & Water, an environmental group from the Vil-
lages would like to affiliate with us in some way.  
 
There was a discussion of tussock removal needed in 
Hernando. Marco made some calls on this and pulled 
together a meeting .  DEP is going to move in some large 
harvesters.  Parsons Point project was also something 
worked on behind the scenes. 
 
Bullfrog drawing was won by Bob Chandler.    Cont…. 

Hi-lites  con;t.   
 
March for Meals is having a dance March 16, at 
the Community Center.  Cost is 5.00 which in-
cludes meal.  For more info call the Community 
Center  344 9666 
 
85 people attended this meeting and several 
people joined TOOFAR. 
 
Thanks to Bill & Pat Johnson for supplying the  
Coffee room goodies and labor. 



Feb 24 Boat Trip 
By Frank Heath 

 
Fifty eight hearty souls joined together on ten boats for an enjoy-
able cruise down the Withlacoochee River. 
 
Greg Schmukal gave a short talk just after we boarded the boats.  
We cruised at a leisurely cruised westward on the river admiring 
the scenery.   
 
We planned the trip for the afternoon since weather can be unde-
pendable this time of year.  Fortunately it did not rain.  It was  
overcast with a slight breeze. Some thought it chilly. 
 
We continued down the river admiring the various waterfront prop-
erties. There were not a large number of birds to admire.  We did 
see some ducks, coots, several great herons and some that were 
not identified.  I had never been on this part of the river and Greg 
had mentioned that the water was up to 30 ft deep in places.  Tom 
Gallagher’s boat had a depth finder and he remarked several 
times that the water was over 30 feet deep.  Impressive!   
 
We  cruised for about two hours. All arrived safely back at the boat 
ramp. The only negative comment I heard was that it  was a little 
chilly. 
 
Rol Steinhauser  has volunteered to take  over the management 
of the boat trips. I’m confident that all you folks will extend helping 
hands to him  as you did for me.  Many, many thanks to all of you 
who have contributed your boats, food, time and effort to make my 
job easier and the trips so enjoyable.   Frank Heath 
 

YARD SALE A SUCCESS 
 
TOOFAR’s 3rd annual yard sale was held at Adventureland 
in Floral City on Saturday, Feb. 18th. 
 
“Thank You” to everyone involved.  To the many, many mem-
bers, and non-members who donated their treasures to us for 
the sale. To the many people who put in many, many hours 
sorting and pricing the merchandise.  To those who provided 
trucks and trailers to transport everything to Adventureland.  
To Cindy for the use of her property at no cost!  To the many 
people who worked Friday night and Saturday setting up and 
selling everything.  And I do mean everything.  At the end of 
the day we were offered a lump sum for everything we had 
left, including the trailer.  After a meeting of minds the offer 
was accepted.  Which sure made it nice for the clean-up com-
mittee.  (Also it saved us the cost of hauling some of the stuff 
to the landfill as some of the items received were unusable.) 
The original “take” was over $1100.00.  Then with the sale of  
the trailer and leftovers, another $1000.00. 
 
Will we do it again next year? Are you willing to work on the 
committee if we do?  Let us know. 
 
Here are some pictures taken at the event.  One shows our 
Treasurer, Greg Schmukal showing  the first dollar of the day. 



AQUA FAIR 2006 
 

Aqua Fair is an Earth Day ENVIRONMENTAL 
EXPO” focusing on water. National, state, and lo-
cal agencies and businesses volunteer to operate 
information stations. 
 
Last year TOOFAR participated in this event 
which was held outdoors. We were rained out. 
This year it is being held at the Citrus County 
Auditorium. It will be Saturday, April 22. 
 
This is a great opportunity to learn about preserv-
ing, conserving and restoring water. 
 
TOOFAR plans to have a booth again this year.  
We will need people to man the booth from 9am 
till 3pm. (9-12, 12-3) Can you help?  Contact the 
office to volunteer. 726-5004 
 
Even if you can’t help, we hope you will attend the 
Aqua Fair. 
 
In conjunction with the fair there will be bird and 
nature walks at Fort Cooper State Park located 
one mile east of the auditorium. 

 
LAKE PANASOFFKEE 

RESTORATION 
             CELEBRATION 

 
Saturday May 13th 
9:30AM To 3:30PM 

At the 
Outlet  River Park 

Ç8[� 7�BWa[� FWd�FWbÈ��is the theme for the day. 
There will be a presentation to the winners of a 

poster contest with the same name. 
 
An important part of the schedule will be the intro-
duction of elected officials and staff from the in-
volved agencies. 
 
There will be educational materials and displays re-
garding the preservation of the restoration. 
 
There will also be entertainment and food vendors. 

CITRUS COUNTY  
COMMISSIONERS 

UNANIMOUSLY  
VOTED DOWN THE 

LUXURY RV RESORT 
PROPOSED FOR  

LAKE SPIVEY 

You can fight city hall !  Once again the little guy 
wins!  Thank you to all our members who attended 
this and other meetings regarding this issue, and 
helped prevent this disaster to our wetlands.  And a 
special thank you to Jim Adkins of the Hickory Hills 
Homeowners for his efforts on this issue. 
 
BUT: Don’t think that other developers won’t be com-
ing into our area looking to make some money with 
no regard for the environment.  Be vigilant!  Keep 
your eyes and ears open. Let’s keep this area from 
becoming another Tampa.  If you want  heavy den-
sity, congested roads and polluted water, our sug-
gestion for you is: GO SOMEWHERE ELSE! 

LAKE LEVELS 
As of Mar. 1st,  2006 

 

Structure:        Scheduled  Current 
Floral City    41.53      41.15 
Inverness    39.71      39.55 
Hernando    38.30      38.28 
Panasoffkee          39.80 
Wysong Up Stream         39.53 
Wysong Down Stream      36.95 
Leslie Hefner  Outside      40.68 
Leslie Hefner Inside         41.19 
 

Levels are in ft above sea level. 
The Wysong structure is up.  All gates are closed. 

Army Corps Study of the 
Withlacoochee River Basin 

 
Remember that 5 year study being done of 
the Withlacoochee Basin? The federal funds 
were re-directed elsewhere. But, SWFWMD 
may be completing part of the study. This 
study and resulting projects to solve water-
shed problems is of great importance to this 
area.  Our March speaker, a scientist from 
SWFWMD, will be addressing what they are 
planning to do about this study.  
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THE CATCHING REPORT 
By Jerry Schneider 

 
 

Hello Fellow Fishermen,  I hope these words find you healthy and happy. 
 
On the Salt:  Winter weather patterns have been rough on catching along the coast.  The January 
weather and extreme low tides have continued through February.  The captains I have talked to have 
told me it is a waiting game trying to catch the wind and tide just right to have a decent catch.  A few 
trout, snook and snapper are being taken in the rivers and deeper creeks.  The only bright spot is that 
this weather can’t last much longer because March 20 is the first day of spring. 
 
Gett ing Fresh:  The weather doesn’t seem to have affected the fresh water bite as drastically.  The 
Schmukals have been boating some smaller bass on the Hernando Lakes.  Captain Bud Andrews 
has been scoring bass in the tow to three pound class on Henderson when the weather moderates.  
Our esteemed president, Marco Wilson has also been bitten by the bass bug.  He won’t hesitate to 
tell you how he and his daughter are catching them in their backyard. 
 
Late February usually marks the beginning of the spawn for bass.  Water temperature is the key.  
They feed heavily before they start fanning beds.  This is when the really big trophy bass are the most 
active and easier to catch. 
 
What is a trophy bass?  Here in Florida, with our mild winters, the Florida strain of the large mouth 
bass is genetically programmed not to go through a winter dormant stage.  This translates into bigger 
fish in fewer years.  The commonly accepted rule of thumb in Florida is; 10 lbs equals a trophy fish.  
These big fish should not, and I repeat not, be killed for a skin mount. If you are lucky enough to land  
A big trophy bass, take several pictures and/or length and girth measurements  and return the fish to 
the water.  Today’s fiberglass mounts are cheaper, easier to keep clean, last forever, and look just as 
good as a skin mount.  Put the big ones back to thrill the next guy.  A fish that size is too valuable to 
be caught just once.    
 
Well friends, it’s time to end this.  I wish you blue skies and tight lines.  Jerry’s gone fishin’. 
 
Fish Camp Philosophy:  “God never did make a more calm, quiet, innocent recreation than angling.” 
Izaak Walton, The Compleat Angler   

Citrus County and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Committee ask us to honor a voluntary catch 
and release request until Dec 31, 2009.   Why?  Do 
you remember how dry our lakes were a few years 
ago? Then the fish kil l that came with the nasty water 
that came with the rains?   Our chain of lakes was re-
stocked with thousands and thousands of baby bass. 
Give them a chance.        Al Grubman, at right looks 
like he just caught a big bass, but in reality he was just 
enjoying the February 24 boat trip from Dunellon. 
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NEXT GENERAL MEETING - THURSDAY - March  23rd 
7pm at the East Citrus Community Center �

Speaker — Philli p Rhinesmith, Senior Environmental Scientist — SWFWMD 
What  happened to the ACOE study of the Withlacoochee Basin? 

Get the answer to this and o ther questions. 
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Dues are going up on May. 
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BOAT TRIPS 
 

The next boat trip is being planned for  
Friday March 24, at 10:am,  Lake Hernando 

Reservations are necessary. 
The cost will be $10.00 which includes 

lunch at the park after the trip. Please pre-
pay at the general meeting on the 23rd. 

For more information, or to reserve a seat, 
Or to offer the use of your boat. call the 

TOOFAR  office (726-5004) or  
call Rol Steinhauser  (344-0618) 

SNOWBIRDS:  
 The Post Office will not forward bulk mail!  If 
you want to receive your newsletter while you 
are away, please contact the office with your 
change of address and dates you will be away 
so we can send it to you.  Have a safe trip. 
 

SUMTER COUNTY RESIDENTS:   
Are you getting your newsletters on time?  

We are trying!  This letter is being mailed on 
March 8th.  E-mail us and let us know  

 when you receive it.  Thank you.  
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