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Proposal steams TOO FAR president

WRWSA plans call for water trangfers
from Citrus to Hernando counties

: b4
Commissionar Dennls Damata and
Chaleman Gary Bartall, both mem-
birs of Withlacoothee Reglonal
Water Supply Authority, sald thoy

favar a reglonal approach to water
use and consarvation,

Mike WrigHT
Clrrowicle

It is i simple dothed oval o an
engineer's map, but to Al Grub
pan, it's the start of something
big and bad.

Grubman, president of the
water-watchdog group TOO FAR,

told connty commissioners Ties-
day that regional plans call for
water transfers from Citrus o
Hernanda counties.

Thiat wasn't news lo three come
missioners whe are members of
the Withlacoochee  Regional
Water Supply Authority, or
WRWSA, which is developing 2

master plan on a variety of issues
in the fourcounty distriet

Geubman sald the authorty
board on June 16 will consider
several recommendations from
WIRWEA Exeeutive Director Jack
Sullivan, including developing
plans for a new well in Citrus
County that incledes pipes 1o a
new well and an existing well in
Hernands County.

He provided a district map
showing five current wells, rep-
resented by salid oval lines, and

four proposed wells in dotled
oval lines, The Citrus County well
i nedr Meadowerest,

“The most bad, insulting, nasty
thing is the Withlacoochee Re-
gianal Water Supply Authority is
piping water to Hernando
County,” Grubman said,

The water authority, which
serves Citros, Hermande, Marion
and Sumter counties, is recom-
meending four new public wells in
the district. It also recommends
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water piped from an exist-
ing well in Belleview o The
Villages in Sumter County
Grubman said Citrus offi-
cials should oppose any
transfer of water from Citrus
to Hermando County.
Commissioners did not
address the issue during
Tuesday's meeting During
breaks in the meeting, how-

ever, Commissioner Dennis pie

Lo el Cladi rman Gary
Bartell, both members of the
anthority, said they favor a
regional approach lo water
s and eonservation

“The Legislabure is erystal
clear in saying reglonaliza-
tion iz how we've got to look
af waler resources,” Bartel]
said. “We're all in this fo-
gether”

Bartell said piping water
to Hemando Counly does
ot violate the state Local
Sources First law, which re-
quires communities to ex-

hangt conservalion meas
ures before meoeiving water
piped from elsewhers.
Bartell said Local Sources
Iirst prohibils water trans.
fers between regions He
sald keeping waler within
the authoritys four countics
i ok 4 water irnsfer
Damato stressed the au-
thority’s plan is little more
now than words on papen
“Thie biggest ting bo re-
member is i a plan, it'sa
concept,” Damato said. “It
nrdr[wppm. it may not hap-

I,
Darneato sand the water au-
thority is looking at develop-
ing & well site near the
Withlacooches Sate Forest,
where Cardinal Street inter
sects with County Rogd 491.

“| think it's still concep-
taal,” e said, Tt needs a lot
maone diseussion,”



